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Office of the Commissioner of Telegraphs,
Sir,— Wellington, 5th August, 1871.

I have the honor to submit to your Excellency a Report as to the operations of the
Telegraph Department of New Zealand during the year ended 30th June, 1871, being the
Seventh Annual Report upon the subject.

I have, &e.,
F. D. BeLr
(in the absence of the Telegraph Commissioner).

His Excellency Sir George Ferguson Bowen, K.C.M.G.,
Governor of New Zealand.
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REPORT.
Tur progress made in the extension of the Telegraph during the past year has been very
satisfactory.

The reduction from the 2s. 6d. tariff to the 1ls. for private messages not exceeding ten
words, which came into operation on the 1st April, 1870, has proved a great success, and
caused a great increase in the revenue of the Department.

The system of Money Order Telegrams, which had only been in operation fiftcen days at
the close of the ycar ending June, 1870, has also increased the revenue of the Department, and
proved a great convenience to the public, who have largely availed themselves of this means
of transmitting small sums of money.

A lithographed map accompanies this Report, showing the present extent and direction of
the respective lines. Including the cable, there are now 2,107 miles of line, carrying 3,507
miles of wire.

In addition to the usual tables, which are appended, a new table (L) is presented for the
first time, showing the annual progress of the Department since 1866. This table is well worth
attention. In 1866, 27,237 telegrams were sent over 699 miles of line; in 1871, 312,874
telegrams, over about 2,000 miles of line; or nearly twelve times the number of messages. There
were then ounly 13 stations; there are now 72. The cash revenue was then £5,561 ; it is now
£22,419. The total value of business done was then a little over £6,000; it now exceeds
£32,000. The average cost of maintaining the stations remains the same, notwithstanding the
great increase of work at the chief offices : the average cost of maintaining the lines, which was
in 1866 £3 9s. 10d. per mile, grew till in 1870 it had reached £8 9s. 11d., but has been reduced to
£5 19s. 6d. The number of private, press, and Provincial service telegrams which in 1870 was
122,545, more than doubled itself (253,582) in 1871, on the adoption of the shilling tariff. The
total value of business done, and the total expenditure, were in 1866, £6,045 and £6,377 ; in
1871, £32,296 and £32,598 ; almost exactly the same relation being apparently maintained : but
whereas it cost on an average close upon five shillings to send each telegram in 1866, it cost in
1871 a fraction over two shillings. On the whole, the progress of the last five years cannot be
looked upon as otherwise than highly satisfactory.

EXTENSION OF LINES.

During the past year the lines which were in course of construction at the close of the
financial year 1869-70 have been completed. They are as follows :—

MerceEr 1o THE THAMES.

At the date of the last Report, the only portion of this section which remained unfinished
was from Pukorokoro to the Piako. This was completed in July, 1870, and telegraphic com-
munication established between Auckland and the Thames on the 27th of that month.

The total expenditure on this section is £5,037 10s. 1d., which includes the building and
the supplying of material for four turrets—two at the Piako and two at the Thames, in order
to enable those rivers to be spanned.
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Considerable expense was incurred in cradling some of the poles, which was found neces-
sary owing to the bouggy nature of the ground over which the line had in many places to be
carried, and to the Natives having persistently endeavoured to confine the line down close to the
edge of the sea. Details of the cost of this section will he found in Table A attached to this
Report.

TaPUAEHARURU T0 TAURANGA, ViA Makntu.

This line; 110 miles in length, had at the date of my last Report been completed a distance
of eight miles from Tauranga; and on the 10th of December, 1870, telegraphic communication
was established, via Napier, with the City of Wellington, in one unbroken circuit, measuring by
wire close on 450 miles.

The total cost of this line, including cost of construction of the 90 miles hetween Napier
and Tapuaeharuru, is £21,090 3s. Fuller details will be found in Table A.

The expenditure incurred in the construction of these lines was greatly increased by the
difficult and hilly nature of the country through which they pass, nearly the whole of the wire,
arms, insulators, &c., having to be packed on horses. The poles are all cut from the heart of
totara. In.some places between Napier and Tapuaeharuru, where the line passes through the
bush, the standing timber has been made available for affixing the insulators, and the bush has
been as little disturbed as possible. This, however, has only been adopted as a temporary
expedient, and it is intended when the road is more fully defined to remove the wirc in those
places on to the proper road line. The scarcity of good totara timber on this section of the line
made it neccssary in some places to have resort to the use of built poles, and experience has
proved that they answer very well, being both light and strong. They are built of the best
totara timber procurable on the spot.

The line from Napier to Tapuacharuru, and as far as a place called Oruanui, was con-
structed under the supervision of Mr. Bold; the remaining portion from Oruanui to Tauranga
under Mr. Blake.

Nasesy Live (OTtaco).

It was intended, at the date of my last Report, to have connected Naseby with Alexandra, a
station on the Queenstown line; but it was deemed prudent, after further consideration of the
matter, to abandon this route, and to connect Naseby with Palmerston, a point on the line
between Dunedin and Oamaru. By the alteration of the route a saving of 7s. 6d. per pole was
effected over the price tendered for in the first instance. The line, after leaving Palmerston,
follows the coach road as a rule all the way to Naseby, cutting off bends in the road where it
could be done with advantage.

The total length of the line is 54 miles, and the total cost £1,437 16s. 9d., of which fuller
details are given in Table A. Telegraphic communication was established between Naseby
and Palmerston on the 20th June last.

The poles used in construction are all heart of totara, and were obtained from Akaroa. The
survey of the line and supervision during its construction were intrusted to Mr. Logan, the
Inspector for the Otago Province.

Riverron Ling.

This line after leaving Invercargill is carricd as far as Wallacetown, on the direct line of
road to Winton: from Wallacetown to Riverton it follows the made road all the way. 'The
total length is 24 miles, and it was constructed at an outlay of £906 6s. 4d. Table A
gives particulars of the cost of construction. Had the only matter for consideration been
to place Riverton in telegraphic communication with Invercargill, a nearer route by the
sea beach might have been obtained, which would have saved some five miles of line. The
adoption of the present route has, however, in addition to extending the telegraph to Riverton,
taken the line six or seven miles on the road to Winton, with which place, without a doubt,
Invercargill will at some future time be connected by wire; and the present posts between
Invercargill and Wallacetown will then be available for that purpose.

LINES IN COURSE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Tavranes ro Karr Karr.

In April last arrangements were made for the extension of the line from Tauranga as far as
Kati Kati. The contract for the supply, delivery, and erection of the poles was undertaken
by Mr. McKenzie, the contractor who supplied the poles for the Tauranga and Taupo line. The
price agreed to be paid per pole (erected) is 40s. The survey and supervision have been
intrusted to Mr. Floyd, the LElectrician to this Department.

According to a letter forwarded by Mr. Sheath, District Inspector of Telegraphs, at Auck-
land, to the General Manager at Wellington, the adoption of this line of route * will cut off the
most difficult part of the mail route between the Thames and Tauranga.”

The poles to be used in the construction of the line will be all heart of totara. Itis -
expected that the line will be completed shortly; and in order that no time may be lost in
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establishing telegraphic communication between Tauranga and Kati Kati, arrangements have
been entered into for the renting of an office at the latter-mentioned place.

Patea ro New PrymourH.

The construction of this line was commenced in February last, and was completed from
Patea as far as Opunake on the 7th May. The poles and other material for erection have all
been laid between New Plymouth and Stoney River, and the material for the remaining portion
of the line between Stoney River and Opunake has been landed at the last-mentioned place.
Owing to the prevalence of wet weather, and to some unsettled questions with the Natives,
it has been deemed advisable to suspend operations till the spring, when no time will be lost in
resuming the work. The survey and supervision during the course of construction, so far as it
has gone, were intrusted to Mr. Blake.

Two offices will shortly be open—one at Hawera, a rising township eighteen miles from
Patea, and the other at Opunake, the present terminus of the line, distant about fifty miles
from Patea.

Axaroa Lixe.
Operations are in progress for beginning this line. Tenders have been called for the supply
and delivery of poles, and a preliminary survey made. It is expected that the line will be
completed by the end of December.

MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS.

Brrrr 1o BarcruTaA.

The line between Bluff and Invercargill has been permanently repaired; all the poles used
in the reconstruction being heart of totara. From Invercargill to Balclutha, beyond a few
casualties, nothing worthy of notice has taken place. It is intended, however, to examine this
portion of the above section very carefully in the ensning summer, as some of the poles that
have already been lowered show indications that their stability is not to be depended on.  Should
it be found necessary to repole the linc in some places, nothing but heart of totara will be used.

BavrcLuraa To WAITAKL
From Balclutha to Waikouaiti only the ordinary casunalties have occurred during the
past year. That portion of this section between Waikouaiti and the River Waitaki, which at
the datc of my last Report was nnder repair, has now been complcted. Where fresh poles
were found to be necessary, heart of totara has been used, but a great number of the old poles,
especially across the Waitaki Plains, have been made available again by being lowered.

WaitakI 70 CHRISTCHURCH.

This section requires no comment. Beyond the ordinary casualties no repairs have been
required. Some of the rivers across which the line runs threaten, however, to give trouble by
the shifting of the bed of the stream. In onc or two places the poles have already been shifted
back. It isintended, however, to obviate these difficulties by having resort to poles made of
2}-inch gas piping, a plan of piling which has been found effective and cheap.

CuristcuurcH 1o Hokirika axp GREYMOUTH.

It was intended during the past summer to have repoled the portion of this section
between Christchurch and the Bealey; but the poles that had been procured for this purpose
being required for the line between Patea and New Plymouth, the repoling was deferred for a
short time. This delay in its repair may give some trouble during the next few months, but
arrangements have now been made for its permancnt repair during the spring and summer
months. Some of the poles on the line between Greymouth and Hokitika show signs of decay :
they will, as opportunity offers, be replaced by new ones. The remaining portions of this
section require no comment.

GreyMouTrn To WESTPORT.
Iunjuries to this linc are still sustained through falling trees, but beyond such casualties
nothing of any consequence has occurred on this section during the past year.

CHRISTCHURCH TO BLENHEIM.

This section on the whole has given very little troublc during the past year: the most
troublesome part has been where the line runs over Riley’s Hill, which from its exposed position
makes casualties more frequent there than at any other point of the line. Indeavours will be made
during the summer to remedy this evil as far as practicable, by increasing the stability of the
present line; hut it may perhaps be necessary to shift the live from its present position to a
more sheltered place. This alternative wouldinvolve an expenditure of at least £800, on account
of a road having to be made, which, from the rocky nature of the ground over which the line
would have to pass, would in itself cause a considerable outlay.

E.—No. 2.
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BrLenHEIM TO NELSON.

In my last Report I mentioned that new poles of heart of totara had been erected between
Blenheim and Picton. The reconstruction from Picton has been extended during the past year
for a distance of four miles beyond Havelock, and the remaining portion to Nelson has been
carefully examined, and repairs made where required. As some parts of the distance between
Picton and Havelock were very difficult of access owing to the rugged mature of the country,
built poles (180 in number) of picked heart of totara have been erected in the place of ordinary
poles.

ToroMAIRIRO TO QUEENSTOWN.

This line at the date of my last Report had been reconstructed as far as Alexandra, and on
the 12th November, 1870, the reconstruction was finished. All the iron poles (1,120) purchased
from the Provincial Government of Otago have been used in the reconstruction, and about 600
of the original wooden poles have been used again by being lowered. Some of these, however,
will only last two years, and will then have to be replaced by totara poles. Many improvements
on the old line have been made, whereby its general stability has been much increased. 'The total
cost of the reconstruction will be found in Table A.

WELLINGTON To NAPIER.

Interruptions on this section have been very few during the past year. Between Masterton
and Porangahau the line was carefully examined and repaired during the summer months.
The heavy flood at the Upper Hutt in March last caused great injury to the line, the road in
many places being washed away; in other places, owing to the continued wet weather, heavy
landslips occurred which completely buried the line, leaving only the tops of the poles visible:-
but communication was interrupted with Napier for only three and a half days.

Avckranp, Taames, aND Warkaro Lines.

The casualties on these lines during the past year have been few and unimportant; the
principal cause of trouble being the lowness of the lines across the Thames River, making them
liable to be broken by the masts of vessels. This to a certain extent has been remedied by
heightening the towers supporting the wires on each side of the river: but it is not yet certain
whether this source of interruption has effectually been put a stop to. The rapid increase of
business on the wires caused by the great yield of gold on the Thames Gold Fields, made it
imperative to double the staff of operators at both Grahamstown and Auckland during the
month of June. A third wire is being placed from Auckland to Mercer on the present poles;
and when this is completed, there will be one direct wire from Auckland to Alexandra, and
two from Auckland to Grahamstown ; this, it is anticipated, will fully meet the requirements of
the public.

pIn Table K will be found the cost of maintenance of each of the sections above referred to.

Cook Strair CABLE.

The tests for insulation during the past year will again be found in Table C.
Nos. 1 and 3 wires still continue to give the same satisfactory results. No. 2 remains in
as good a condition as at the date of my last report.

MISCELLANEOUS.

The system of Money Order Telegrams, which was introduced on the 15th June, 1870, has
now been long enough in operation to enable a fair estimate to be formed of its usefulness to
the public, and also of the additional revenue to the Department. From a return furnished
by Mr. Pagan, the Controller of the Money Order and Savings Bank branch of the Post
Office, it appears that 2,060 telegrams of this class were transmitted during the year, repre-
senting in cash the sum of £9,555 7s. 11d. It will be seen by Table N attached to this Report,
that Dunedin, Christchurch, and Wellington, including the amount of business done at their
respective sub-offices, stand at the head of the list in amount of orders issued and paid. Of the
commission (£348 4s.) collected by the Post Office, 1s. on each telegram belongs to this Depart-
ment, representing the sum of £103 9s.; the balance, £244 15s., shows a profit to the Post
Office exceeding 2% per cent. on the amount of orders issued. From the above facts it may be
fairly assumed that the introduction of the system has been a complete success. The principle
on which the system is based has also proved itself to be perfect in all its details. It is a notice-
able fact, and one that bears high testimony to the care evinced by the telegraph operators, that
only one mistake in the transmission of these telegrams has occurred.

During the year seven cadets have been instructed in the learners’ gallery, and six are now
in course of training. The extension of the wires, and the continued demand for new stations
on the old lines, makes it necessary to keep a good staff of Cadets at work.

Fifteen new stations have been opened at various times during the year. At all these
the duties of telegraphist and postmaster have been combined, and at five of the above number
the additional duty of lineman is done. During the next year it is intended to open two line-
man’s stations—one at Porangahau on the Napier line, and the other at Waihemo, a point nearly
half-way between Palmerston and Naseby. The station at Porangahau will save at least ten hours
in repairing any break between that place and Castle Point, and five hours on the Waipukurau
side. As regards the station at Waihemo, owing to the Naseby linc being fifty-four miles loug,
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it would not be prudent to depend wholly on the services of the lineman stationed at Palmerston,
?)s tllze trunk line would be left during his absence liable to long interruption in case of a
reakage.

It will be seen on turning to Table H of this Report, that whilst thesc stations are most
valuable on account of the facilities which they afford for restoring communication in cases of
interruption, they also, in some instances, add considerably to the revenue of the Department.
As a rule, married men have been selected to fill these appointments, so that in their absence on
line duty their wives perform their postal duties. The appointments are given to linemen
who have been some time in the service, and who have made themselves competent to perform
the duties of an operator, and shown themselves efficient in other respects.

The number of registered complaints against the Department during the year is forty-one. Of
this number, eighteen on investigation proved to be groundless; of the remaining number, seven
were for delay in delivery of telegrams, five for wrong delivery, and eleven for inaccurate rendering.
Each of the above complaints was carefully investigated, and where the Department was at fault
prompt measures were taken to prevent, if possible, a future recurrence. This number of
complaints seems large compared with the numbers of former years, but it will be remembered
that with the increase of business the chances of error have also multiplied.

The total number of telegrams transmitted during the year is 312,874, being an increasc of
127,451 over the previous year (185,423). Looking at these figures, and the large increase of
work over former years, it will be allowed that the duties of the staff have on the whole been
well performed.

Table I gives the number of telegrams and letters despatched within cach Province during
the year, as compared with each of the three previous years. It will be secn that the increase
of the percentage of telegrams over the previous year is rather more than 4 per cent., and that
the' Provinces of Southland, Otago, Canterbury, Taranaki, and Auckland show the greatest
increase in the percentage of telegrams for every 100 letters despatched. There can be no doubt
that the low tariff has been the chief cause of this great increase, and thercfore that the reduction
from the 2s. 6d. to the 1s. rate was a wise measure.

FINANCIAL.

The shilling tariff, which came into operation on the 1st April, 1870, has during the year
caused a large increase of business on the lines. The total number of telegrams transmitted
of all codes shows an increase of rather more than 68 per cent. over last year. The total cash
revenue for the year, including incidental receipts, is £22,419 8s. 8d., being an increase of
£5,201 7s. 4d. on last year; and the total value of business done during the same period 1s
£32,296 6s. 2d. The total cost of maintenance of stations (£21,254 4s. 3d.) and of lines
(£11,344 3s. 8d.) exceeds this sum by £302 1s. 9d.; but the ‘“ maintenance” of the lines
includes fully £3,000 spent on reconstruction, which might fairly be charged to permanent
expenditure, leaving £2,697 18s. 3d. to the credit of the Department.

It is worthy of record that although the number of miles of line (1,898) exceeds the
number in circuit last year by 237 miles, the cost of maintenance has been less by the large
sum of £2,776 1s. 2d.

The usual statistics furnished with this Report will again be found in Tables B, D, E, F, G,
M, and O.

CONCLUSION.

The Report for the present year can hardly be complete without a short reference to the
“ Telegram Libel Case” which lately attracted some notice. A newspaper in Otago having
published certain articles charging the Telegraph Department with corrupt practices, the Govern-
ment instituted proceedings against the reputed Editor. After a long and minute investigation
before the Resident Magistrate at Dunedin, Mr. Barton was committed for trial on the charge of
publishing a false and malicious libel. The object of the proceedings—namely, the disproof of
the charge made—having been thereby gained, the Government desired to spare him from being
brought to trial. It secms that he was afterwards advised to take proceedings against some
members of the Government for their original prosecution, so that it is necessary to refrain, for
the present, from further comment on the case here; but it may be added that he also brought
a charge against Mr. Lemon, the General Manager, of having improperly divulged a telegram
to Mr. Gisborne, the Minister then acting as Telegraph Commissioner, which charge the Magis-
trates summarily dismissed without even calling upon Mr. Lemon’s Counsel to reply.

It is, of course, of essential importance that the public should be perfectly satisfied of the
integrity of the Telegraph Officers. Out of all the departments of Government, it is the only
one which depends for its success on the confidence of the people in its secrecy. Had the
political Government only been attacked, Ministers would have passed it over; but when
the character and faithfulness of a large and deserving body of public servants were
involved in a common calumny, and an attempt made to ruin them in the estimation not only of
the Colonists here but of people in the Australian Colonies, it became the duty of Ministers to
defend them. That this object has been successfully attained, is best evinced by the enormous
increase in the business of the Department since the accusation was made.







TABLES REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING REPORT.

Cook Strait Cable, including
freight from London and
expense of laying...

Total expenditure (excluslve
of lines in progress)

29,864 0 O

‘163 639 5 1

Table A,
Torar Cosrt of the LiNes of TreLEeraAPH throughout New Zealand, and of the Coox Stratr CABLE.
) c Total Cofst of Cost of
. oo 4 ost Poles for | Wire, Arms, Cost Total Cost Cost
SzoTioN oF LINE. 0.2 =| of Clearing Section, |Insulators,&e. of of per
§g= Bush. including including Erection. Section. Mile.
Ha Delivery. Cartage.
£ s d £ 8 d £ s d. £ s d. £ s d| £ s d
Riverton to Invercargill 24 547 2 10| 96 10 11 262 12 7 906 6 4 3715 3
Bluff to Invercargill 19 812 15 6 81215 6/ 42 15 6a
Invercargill to Mataura 32 1,199 0 O 789 1 4| 469 11 O 2,407 12 4 %5 4 9
Mataura to Waitaki 189 8,353 18 0} 3,034 7 9 1,72013 3/ 13,108 19 0O 69 7 0
Waitaki to Hurunui 218 6,554 8 8/ 3,427 13 6/ 3,760 19 0 13,743 1 2/ 63 O b
Huranui to Nelson 241 11,229 3 3| 5,213 14 0/ 3,953 3 4 3,661 6 Ol 14,057 6 7 58 6 Oc
‘White’s Bay Line 7 503 12 6 503 12 6] 71 18 11d
Port Chalmers Line . 8 800 0 O 800 O 0] 100 0 Oe
Christchurch to Gre\'mouth 176 3,808 0 O 3,808 0 0y 2112 9f
Greymouth to Westport 67 11,951 7 6 1,070 16 5| 960 15 4| 3,019 17 9 7,002 17 0] 10410 5
Blenheim to Woodend, recon-
struction,including White’s
Bay Line (194 miles) 100 0 0| 5,136 12 5| 2,022 15 4| 3,484 12 0| 10,743 19 9| 55 7 7
Palmerston to Naseby 54 754 14 10 247 2 2 43519 9 1,437 16 9 2612 6
Tokomairiro to Queenstown 140 4,432 1 4 4,432 1 4 3113 2¢
Tokomairiro to Quecnstown,

reconstruction, 140 miles... 2,247 310, 2,247 310 16 1 0

Total, South Island ...11,175 | 8,280 10 928,830 7 2|14,481 9 829,419 4 6| 76,011 12 1| 64 13 10%
Lyell’s Bay to Wellington ... 4 123 5 0 104 6 O 57 15 0 285 6 O 71 6 O
Wellington to Patea 180 67 18 6| 4,647 12 7 2,315 9 5| 3,062 11 9} 10,093 12 3| 56 1 6:
‘Wellington to Masterton 60 264 4 6 839 4 42,357 6 3 3,460 15 1| 57 18 4k
Masterton to Castle Point ... 36 2215 1 388 18 6/ 1,267 9 1{ 1,679 2 8 46 19 6k
Castle Point to Porangahau 53 176 9 4 2,362 10 0| 722 18 6] 1,105 16 10| 4,367 14 § 82 8 2
Porangahau to Napier 68 74 0 0 2,459 15 6 918 9 81,252 10 2! 4,704 15 4 69 3 9
Napier to Tauranga .| 200 153 18 6] 9,404 12 6| 5,763 13 7| 5,767 18 5| 21,090 3 0 105 9 O
- Auckland to Cambndge, via|

old line to Alexandra, in-

elnding branch line to|

Hamilton ... 152 3,256 0 O 3,256 0 O] 21 8 5!

Auckland to Newcasﬂe recon-

struction, 70 miles, mclud-

ing new line from Hamil-

ton to Cambridge, 12 miles] 12 1,393 14 6| 84115 9( 1,453 3 8 3,688 13 11| 44 19 8

Mercer to Thames, including

cost of 4 towers for span-

ning Thames and Piako)

Rivers 36 2,158 8 10( 1,386 13 10| 1,492 7 5 5,037 10 1/ 139 18 7
Totals, North Island ...| 801 759 5 1122, 549 18 11j13,281 9 %7|21,072 18 7, 57,663 13 0 71 19 10m
Totals, South Island ...]1,175 | 3,280 10 928,830 7 2{14,481 9 829,419 4 6; 76,011 12 1] 64 13 102

1,976 | 4,039 16 851,880 6 1/27,762 19 350,492 3 11383,675 5 1, 67 13 On

Total number of miles of Line, 1,976. Total number of miles of Wire, 3,247.

a Purchased from Southland Government.

d Approximate cost of poles, &ec.
chased from Otago Government ; total cost includes £2,047 18s. 10d. for new material.

Island.

b Includes £450, purchase of Lyttelton line.
e Purchased from private firm. f Purchased from Canterbury Government.

% Supply of poles included in cost of erection.

¢ Approximate cost.

g Pur-

& Average cost per mile, South
i Includes cost of exploration of three routes: one by Waipukuran and Wanganui; one by Masterton and
‘Wanganui ; and one by Wellington and Wanganui (present route).

lof

this amount £2,276 was paid to the Imperial Government for purchase of the line ; the balance, £980, is the cost of exten-

sion from Ngarnawsahia to Hamilton, and from Alexandra to Kihi Kihi.

average cost per mile.

m Average cost per mile, North Island.

# Total
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and proportion of TrrEeraMs to every 100 LETTERS;

previous Year.

REPORT ON THE WORKING OF

Table I.

NuvaBER of INTERPROVINCIAL LETTERS forwarded during the Year ended 81lst December, 1870 ;
number of TELEGRiMS despatched in each Province during the Year ended 30th June, 1871;

together with a similar Return for the

1870-71. 1869-70.
PROVINCE. : Proportion of Proportion of
Nu(r)xt)‘ber 1\11(1)1;])8!' Telegrams sent Nu;x;‘ber Nuﬁber Telegrams sent
fi {
Letters. Telegrams. logrﬁ:&g .. Letters. Telegrams. longf;;etg .

‘Wellington 336,375 51,360 1526 302,209 34,494 1141
Marlborough 92,124 10,682 11'59 53,562 7,945 14-83
Nelson 185,179 29,111 1572 176,903 25,361 14-33
Canterbury 410,938 41,486 10-09 397,352 27,255 685
Westland 225,157 25,188 11118 242,400 21,318 879
Otago 578,299 79,117 13-68 538,329 44,927 834
Southland 74,536 13,203 1771 75,445 6,512 863
Hawke's Bay 76,553 14,025 18:32 63,967 10,451 15-84
Taranaki 28,320 2,490 879 26,578 ‘ 616 231
Auckland 619,466 | 46,212 745 495,315 6,544 132

1870-71. 1869-70. 1868-69. 1867-68.

Total Number of Letters.. 2,626,947 2,374,060 2,549,488 1,938,578

Total Number of Telegrums 312,874 185,423 156,167 106,104

Proportion of Telegrams to every 100 Letters. . 1191 7-81 612 547

Table K.

Cost of MAINTENANCE of TeLEeraPE Lives for the Financial Year ending 30th Jung, 1871.

Travelling !

Salaries of Cost of
g ! Number| “y. - o Expenses of Extra Material Total Cost Cost
ECTION. of a Linemen Lab a of .
Miles. an and abour. usea Maintenance. Per Mile.
Inspectors. | pectors. | for repairs.
i

£ s d £ sd £ sd £ sd £ sdl £ d
Bluff to Balelutha 114 414 6 8 260 6 7 25714 1 203 2 3/ 1,185 9 7 919 24

Tokomairiro to Queenstown ... 140 341 10 ©Of 185 15 3[ 13 4 0 1913 0, 560 2 3 4 0 O
Balclutha to Waitaki ... 152 299 9 1 259 2 5 29212 4 74115 0{1,5921810 10 9 % b

Waitaki to Christchurch 148 33713 4 21217 8 14715 9 160 2 3| 88 9 0 516 0

Christchurch to Greymouth ... 176 380 12 2/ 29910 5 691810 221 4 1| 971 5 6 610 4

Greymouth to Westport 67 196 0 O 17315 8 11 10 0 015 6 38 1 28 514 0

Cliristchurch to Blenheim 208 403 12 6/ 81111 5 90 3 2 99 5 7 90412 8 4 7 0

Blenheim to Nelson, mcludmg

White’s Bay Line ... 92 309 10 10| 229 14 11] 235 3 O 21917 31,084 6 0 1115 9 ¢

‘Wellington to Patea ... 180 349 12 8| 262 10 2 72 8 4 48 9 O 733 0 2 4 1 2

‘Wellington to Napier ... 221 566 13 11| 359 2 2{ 17014 11; 87 14 81,184 5 8 &5 7 2

Napier to Tauranga 200 207 6 0 131 3 9 7 4 2 0 2 0 38451511 114 7
1,698 [3,806 7 22,685 10 51,368 8 711,802 0 79,752 6 9| 514104
Auckland lines oo 200 736 0 5 5711611} 23315 7 50 4 0{1,591 1611 719 2 ¢
Totals 1,808 (4,632 7 73,257 7 41,602 4 21,852 4 7|11,344 3 8 519 6 f
Riverton to Tuvercargill 24 g
Palmerston to Naseby 54 . A
1,976 {4,632 7 73,257 7 41,602 4 21,852 4 711,844 3 8 519 6 f

a Includes cost of reconstruction of line; new poles throughout, between Bluff and Invercargill. & Includes cost of

reconstruction of line between Waikouaiti and the Waitaki River.
Picton and a point four miles north of Havelock. d Average cost per mile, Bluff to Napier and Patea.
g Line opened 26th April, 1871 : no expense incurred for

per wile, Auckland lines.
maintenance.

S Total average cost per mile.
& Line opened 20th June, 1871 : no expense incurred for maintenance.

¢ Includes cost of reconstruction of line between
e Average cost
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Table N.

RerueNy of the Number and Amount of Trreerape Moxey Oxrprrs IssuEp and Parp at the
several Chief and Accounting Post Offices in the Colony of NEw Zearaxp during the
Year ended 30th JunE, 1871.

l PaIp.

% IssvuED.
OFFICES. '
No. Commission. Amount. No. Amount.
£ s d £ s d £ s d.
Auckland 94 1317 6 353 8 2 114 488 10 11
Thames 17 210 O 63 5 0 12 43 3 6
New Plymouth 82 1810 © 569 1 3 11 51 7 6
Napier 78 13 9 0 372 2 2 31 196 6 4
Wellington . 307 4913 0 1,333 7 8 393 2,142 18 0
Blenheim 94 1513 6 422 19 2 71 33013 0
Nelson 41 7 0 6 194 16 3 164 765 19 3
Charleston 73 1115 6 317 1 6 17 8 8 0
‘Westport 123 19 9 0 555 16 4 46 156 5 6
Greymouth 157 2414 0O 653 18 7 79 302 8 8
Hokitika 93 16 16 0 473 8 10 137 518 1 4
Christchurch 260 4415 6 | 1,236 9 11 235 957 17 3
Dunedin 616 104 8 O 2,87 0 3 674 3,053 19 8
Invercargill 34 5§12 6 152 12 10 68 384 7 2
ToraLs ; 2,060 | 348 4 0 [9,655 711 | 2,052 | 9,482 1 1
Table O.
DEesror and CREDITOR STATEMENT.

Dx. £ e d £ s d Cr. £ s d. £ s d.

To total cost of maintenance By Cash Receipts as under: 3

of Stations ... 121,254 4 3 Ordinary, Press, and Pro- '

To total cost of maintenance vincial Government Tele- i

of Lines 11,344 3 8 ms¥* ... .. 122219 156 9.

32,698 7 11 | Incidental receipts . 199 12 11
———. 22419 8 8
Total cash revenue ‘ 22419 8 8

Value of General Govern-

ment Telegrams l 9,876 17 6
| 32206 6 2
By balance ... i 302 1 9
— —
£32,598 7 11 | £32,508 7 11

* Of this amount, £162 19s. 2d. was collected in Stawps.
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