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men asked for. I told him what I had done, and what I had promised to do—to mention the circum-
stance to him.

You told him that P—Yes.

‘Where was Elliott at the time you told him [this —He was on the street. It was on the same:
day I saw him at Sir David Monro’s house, in Nelson It was on the street that I told him this.

What did Elliott say P—He shook his head when I told him, and said he was not sure about that.

Did he say anything more? Did he add something to’ that about the payment P—He shook hls
head, and, said, he did not know about that ; he would see about it.

Dld anvthmrr more pass then 7—No, not then, to my knowledge.

Do you know whether the men have been paid P—I do not know.

Have you heard from them that they have ?7—No, I have not.

Have you been called upon to pay that £2 you borrowed from Palmer ?—No, I have not.

Do you know whether that has been included in Palmer’s account P—I do not know.

And Palmer has never asked it from you? Have you ever offered to pay him ?—I asked hlm for
my own account. I owed him for some other little things that I had had. I asked him for my own
account for that which I considered myself responsible. It was at the election time, and there wera
two or three quarts of beer that I had for the Committee themselves.

By Mr. Allan : Did he ever give you the dccount >—No, he has not ; he told me not to hurry'
about that for a few days, that he was busy then.

Do I understand you to say you never had any account from Palmer p—-No I have not.

I believe you saw Mr. Luckie and he told you he would require you to go up to Wellington on thm
matter P—Yes.

After Mr. Luckie said he would want you to go over to Welhncrton on this matter, did you see

" Mr. Elliott in Nelson ?—Yes.

Did you tell Elliott that you wanted payment of the £2 or about the getting of the balance P-~Oh,
no ; Mr. Luckie never gave me to understand that there was any balance.

‘What did you,tell Elliott >—I told him I saw Luckie down street, and that he was making a preat
deal to do about the money that had been paid, and the Germans that ‘had been bribed, and Mr. Elliott
asked me if I had ever bribed any of them.

By Mr. Pravérs: What did you say P—1I said if they could constitute that bribery, I had been
guilty of giving the men something when they were hungry and something to get a meal of victuals on
going up next day.

By Mr. Allan : What dxd Elliott say to ths t ?-—I do not think he said much ; he seemed to treat the
matter w1th contempt.

You did nof remind him of his promise to try and get the balance P~—No, I did not.

‘When speaking to the men what did you say——that you weré to tell Elliott P—1I sald I'would mention
the eircumstances to Elliott.

Did you say you would try and get the balance from him ?—No; I did not say so; 1 never
intended to try and get the money from him ; I promised them I would mention it to Mr. Elliott.

I understand you to say that the Committee met at Palmer’s *—We only met twice to the best of
my recollection. 'We met the night after I had the letter from Sir David Monro, and we met about
three or four nights after that again. That was twice.

By the Chaivman: Where was that P—At Mr. Palmer’s.

B Mr. Allan: You had a conversation with Elliott at different times about the expenses at the
electlon ?~~No, I had no conversation with him about that.

Did he ever say that the expenses were heavy ?—No, he never mentioned expenses to me.

By Mr. Travers: Now, Mr. Bell, when you gave the money and the breakfast was there any con-
dition attached fo it at all >~ No condition whatever.

I think I understood you to say that, before anything of this took place, they had announced fo
you their intention of voting for Sir David Monro ?—Yes, Bosselmann said “ We are twelve come down
from Kerr’s Hill, and we want to vote for Sir David Monro.”

Did he say, “We will vote if you gite us money,” or anything of that kind ?—Oh, no.

You understood that the two days wages wbich he asked for these men w ould be the amount
nef{assary to coter their travelling expenses for the two days; is that what you understood P—Yes, he

said so

That is what I mean; he said that it would be to meet their expenses P—Yes.

Had Sir David Monro given you any instructions to prov ide voters with refreshment, or anything of
that kind ¥—No, he did not.

Never ?—No.

Did Mr. Elliott ?—No.

Or any other person, professing to be agent for Slr David Monro P—No.

And what you did was entirely at your own suggestion ?—Yes, and others of the Commitee.

By Mr. Allan : You state that they wanted “fo vote for Monro; have you not stated that they
wanted to be paid; that you offéred them refreshments ?

The Chairman : They stated that they did not want beer, but they wanted refreshments.

By My. Tiavers : They said they wanted something, they wanted to be paid their expenses for
¢oming down ; they did not say they wanted to be paid as the condition of the vote; was that it P+
No; they did not say anything aboub condition. I offered to give tHe men some refreshments. They
sald “We want something else.” I said, “ What do you want ?” They said, “ We have been two days
from work, we came away without any money, and have nothinn' to get refréshments going up
$o-morrow.

The Chairman : Any more questions to ask this witness ?

“Mr., Allon: No. ‘ ' o

Witness withdrew.

The Committee adjourned,
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