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PAPERS RELATING TO A PROPOSED WORK ON THE BIRDS OF
NEW ZEALAND.

No. 1.

MemoraxpUM for the UNDER SECRETART.
Geological Survey Office and Colonial Museum,

(No. 221-67.) ‘Wellington, 20th July, 1867.

Mg: BuLLER is engaged in preparing a work on the “ Birds of New Zealand,” the prospectus of which
I beg to enclose.

The importance of such a work has been advocated by Gould, Newton, Sclater, and other eminent
Naturalists, both in published works and private letters, who urge that a work of this description
should be completed and in the hands of colonists without delay, as the Native birds are becoming
rapidly extinet.

The proposed work would further have a practical utility, as the accurate information which
Mr. Buller’s experience will afford, respecting the habits, food, and distribution of the birds indigenous
to the Colony, will be a valuable guide in the acclimatisation of imported species, on thé judicious
performance of which the success of this Colony as an agricultural and pastoral country will in some
degree, though indirectly, depend, from its being so situated that natural agencies, unassisted by
artificial means, are unable to maintain the balance between the insect pests introduced with seeds and
their destructive enemies among birds.

Mr. Buller has ascertained from Professor Newton and Mr. Van Voorst of London, to whom
he applied, that the publication of his work will cost at least £500, and that in common with all works
on local Natural History, it may not prove a commercial success.

In order, therefore, to relieve himself from the risk of pecuniary loss, he offers to dispose of the
collection of birds, upon which the descriptive portion of his work is founded, to the Colonial Museum,
—which would be the most fitting place for its preservation for future reference—if the Government
will contribute the sum of £300 towards the publication of his work.

I consider the offer a most advantageous one to the Colony, as the collection, which consists
of over 200 specimens—a great number of which are unique—is worth considerably more intrinsically
than the sum named.

I have therefore the honor to request that you will submit Mr. Buller’s offer for the consideration
of the Honourable the Colonial Secretary, in order that, if approved, a sum sufficient to include the
above may be placed on the Estimates for * purchase of specimens for the Museum.”

James Hecroz.

Enclosure in No. 1.
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Warrer Burrer to the Hon. E. W. Starrorp.

Sir,— ‘Wellington, 27th July, 1867.
I do myself the honor to address you on the subject of a contemplated work on the Birds of
New Zealand, the prospectus of which I beg to furnish herewith.

Professor Newton, of Cambridge, has kindly undertaken to secure for me the services of one of the
best Zoological artists in London, and Mr. Van Voorst, the well-known Natural History publisher, has
consented to undertake the publication of the work, if proceeded with. According to an estimate
furnished by the latter, the cost of producing an edition of five hundred copies will not be less than
£500, while, in common with almost all other books om local Natural History, it is hardly likely
to prove remunerative.

I have no wish to regard the matter in the light of a commercial speculation, but I am anxious to
protect myself against absolute pecuniary loss. 1In order therefore to facilitate the undertaking, I have
the honor to submit for your consideration the following proposal :—

Being unwilling to ask the Government for a direct grant in aid, (has as been frequently suggested
to me,) 1 am prepared to hand over to the Colonial Museum the collection of New Zealand birds
on which the descriptive portion of the work is chiefly founded—on the understanding that it shall be
preserved entire for future reference—on condition of receiving from the Government the sum of
£300 towards the cost of publication.

The collection is a large one, comprising over 200 specimens, and is unquestionably the best
in existence. ‘ 1 have, &e.,

The Hon. E. W. Stafford, Colonial Secretary. ‘Warter Burizz.

Sub-Enclosure in No. 1.
(PROSPECTUS.)
The Birds of New Zealand. By Walter Buller, F.L.S.

Royar Ocravo: To contain twenty-five coloured figures of New Zealand birds by a Zoological artist
in London, with about six hundred pages of letter-press (in large pica).
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D.—No. 7. 4 PROPOSED WORK ON BIRDS OF NEW ZEALAND.

The work to comprise,—
(1.) A general introductory Essay on New Zealand Ornithology.
(2.) Diagnoses of the Genera, with lithographed plates, shewing the external characters,
(head, feet, &c.,) of one species in each genus.
(8.) A synopsis of the nomenclature, together with a popular history and description of every
known species of New Zealand bird.

N.B.—The species at present recorded number one hundred and thirty-three. It is proposed to
give figures of the following :—
Falconide.—1. Sparrow Hawk. (Hieracidea Nove Zealandiz.)
Upupide.—2 and 3. Huia; male and female. (Heteralocha Gouldii.)
Certhiade.—4. Native Canary. (Mohona ochescephala.)
Turdide.—5. Native Thrush, (Turnagra Crassirostris.)
Muscicapide.—6 and 7. Fantailed Fly-catcher; two species. (Rhipidura flabelligera and Rhipi-
dura melanura.)
Prittacide.~—8 and 9. Kaka; two fizures. (Nestor meridionalis.)
10. Kea, or Mountain Parrot. (Nestor notabilis.)
11. Kakapo. (Strigop hatroptilus.)
Columbide—12. New Zealand Pigeon. (Carpophaga Nove Zealandiz.)
Apterygide—13 and 14. Kiwi; two figures. (Apteryx Mantelli and Apteryx Owenii.)
Charadriade.—15. Ring-Plover. (Charadrius bicinctus.)
Rallide.—16 and 17. Weka; two species. (Ocydromus Earli and Ocydromus Australis.)
18. Moho. (Notornis Mantelli.)
. 19 and 20. Land Rail and Swamp Rail. (Rallus assimilis and Octygometra tabuensis.)
Anatide~21 and 22. Paradise Duck; male and female. (Casarca variegata.) '
23. Whio, or Mountain Duck. (Hymenolaimus malacorynchus.)
Colymbide.—24. Crested Grebe. (Podiceps Hectori.)
Peleconide.—25. Crested Shag. (Graculus punctatus.)

Wellington, 18th July, 1867.
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