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PEOYINCE OF AUCKLAND.

No. ].
Copy of aLetter from the hon. c. w. Stafford to his honor f. whitaker.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, November 9th, 1805.
I have the honor to transmit a copy of certain Resolutions passed by the House of Representa-

tives on the 26tfa ultimo, relative to the transfer of the confiscated lands in the Province of Auckland; on
certain conditions, to Provincial administration for the purposes of colonization.

I do not propose at present to do more than refer to the second of these Resolutions, which provides
that the General Government shall secure to the loyal natives the lands to which they are entitled, and
shall settle such other natives as may desire to accept the Queen's authority and take Crown Grants for
the lands allotted to them.

Some promises have been made directly to certain natives withrespect to specific portions of the con-
fiscated lands, and it has also been proposed to assig-n to others allotments sufficient for their support, and
it is obvious that the settlement and occupation generally of these Innds will be materially facilitated by an
early settlement of all claims advanced by natives, whether in fulfilment of actual promises and engage-
ments, or otherwise.

Your Honor will be furnished from time to time with all such further information with respect to
any such engagementswhich may be considered necessary after an examination of the records of the
office of the General Government Agent at Auckland, which will be at your disposal.

It is scarcely necessary for me to express my earnest desire to co-operate with your Honor in every
way calculated to promote the early settlement of all matters affecting the colonization of the lands in
question, in which the Colony and the Province of Auckland are mutually so largely interested.

I have, &c,
His Honor the Superintendent, Auckland. E. W. Stafford.

Enclosure in No. 1.
Extract from the jouriNals of the house of representatives.

Resolvkd,— Thursday, the 20th day of October, 1805.
1. That it is expedient that the confiscated lands in the Province of Auckland should, with

certain exceptions, and subject to certain conditions, be transferred to Provincial administration in that
Province, for the purposes of colonization.

2. That the General Governmentcannot properly divest itself of the duty of securing to the loyal
Natives the lands to which they may be entitled, and of settling those Natives who may desire to return
to those districts comprised in such lands, and to accept the Queen's authority, and to take grants from
the Crown ; that, therefore, this duty should be retained in the hands of the General Government: Pro-
vided also, that sufficient lands be retained to fulfil engagements with Military Settlers.

3. The Province to be liable forall sums expended under the " New Zealand Settlements Act," for the
]>ermanent advantage of the Province, including' charges which may still come in course of payment under
that head for the completion of engagementswith military and other settlers (except pay and rations to
Military Settlers), the amountof such liability to be settled by Commission, and defined in Act or Acts of
the General Assembly.

4. That as soon as the Provincial Government of the Province of Auckland shall, from the proceeds
*»f the sale of confiscated land, have discharged the liabilities now chargeable on such land under these
Resolutions, a payment shall be made to the General Government out of the proceeds of all subsequent
sales of confiscated land, after the rate of two shillings and sixpence per acre : Provided that any lands
which may be disposed of under the Auckland Waste Land Regulations, without a money payment, shall,
for the purpose of estimating the amouut realised for such land, be reckoned at the rate of five shilling's
per acre.

5. The Province to provide for any compensation to Natives in money that may be awarded by the
Compensation Court under the '' New Zealand Settlements Act," and for compensation to the settlers in
the Province of Auckland for losses incurred in the war.

6. Reg-iilations for the disposal of the lands to be made by Order in Council, as provided for by the
" New Zealand Settlements Act" upon the recommendation of the Superintendent and Provincial Council.

7. In order to restore confidence and insure, as far as possible, the success of the Military Coloni-
zation and Waikato Immigration Schemes hitherto undertaken by the General Government, the Province,
after recouping actual cash payments, to engage to expend the whole proceeds derived from confiscated
lands in colonizing and otherwise for the general advantage of the confiscated districts.

8. That the Provincial Government be empowered to take the Te Papa property, subject to : —1. Compensation to Church Missionary Society and their tenants; the amount to be settled by
arbitration.

2. GivingTown allotments to Military Settlers; the whole quantity nottoexceed three hundred
and fifty acres.

True Extract.
F. E. Campbkll,

Clerk of House of Representatives.
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No. 2.
Copy of a Letter from his honor f. whitaker to the hon. c. w. Stafford.

Sin,— Superintendent's Office, Auckland, December Ist, 1865.
I have the honor to invite your attention to the difficult position in which I find myself in

reg-ard to the maintenance and location of the Immigrants introduced into this Province under the " New
Zealand Settlements Act."

Permitme briefly to review the circumstances which have led to it.
In December, 1864, the Superintendent and his Executive agreed to act as agents for the General

Government in lnanag-emeutof the Waikato Immigration Scheme, the General Government engaging to
supply the necessary funds. The duty was undertaken solely with a view to minimizing the cost, the
General Government deeming it advisable to maintain an overriding control, which they could not have
exercised had the location of the Immigrants been made aProvincial matter.

In March, 1865, the General Government, considering the financial position of the Colony, and the
expense being incurred, directed the Sub-Treasurer at Auckland to discontinue payment on account of
the employment of the Immigrants after the expiration of the month of April nextensuing; whereupon
the Provincial Executive, being deprived of the means to act, resigned the agency, Dr. Knight assuming
the responsibility of conducting the business.

After further correspondence, the Superintendent consented to resume the agency, engaging to find
the Immigrants in employment, &c, for not less than two mouths after the land should have been allocated
for their settlement (a period calculated to extend until the last day of September ensuing), in considera-
tion of the sum of £15,000, to be handed over in eight per cci t debentures, and a Crown Grant of the
Tuakau block, supposed to represent in value £18,000 ; this arrangement being subject to the condition
that the survey of the land for the settlement of the Immigrants should be proceeded with at once, and
that the Tuakau block shouldbe transferred to the Provincial Government within two months from date.

Delay, however, tookplace in the issue of the Grant, and, when received, it was found to be invalid,
the Superintendent being consequently disabled from selling, leasing, or borrowingmoney upon it. The
General Government are now proposing other arrangementsfor the Tuakau block, in common with the
rest of the Waikato land. The Superintendent (lny'predecessor) had reckoned upon a sum of £:ia,ooo,
to cover the expenses of a period extending to the last day of September. He found himself obliged to
provide for them as best he could, with the assistance of only £15,000 from the General Government;
and, moreover, at the expirationof the calculated period, found himself obliged to continue Government
assistance, a large number of the Immigrants being absolutely unable to maintain themselves.

Every exertionconsistent with good faith has been made to reduce the expense, and it has been re-
duced from over £5,000 a month to £1,500; but the drain upon the Provincial funds has been so severe
that, unless further assistance be afforded by the General Government, the Province willbe brought into
serious financial embarrassment, and the Immigration scheme itself must fail.

I have, therefore, the honor to request, as special agent in this matter for the General Government,
that you willplace at my disposal a sum of EighteenThousand Pounds, in substitution for themoney which
wus intended to be provided by means of the°Tuakau block.

I have, «fee,
Frederick Whitaker,

The Honorable the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Superintendent.

No. 3.
Copy ofa Letter from his honor f. whitaker to the hon. c. w. Stafford.

Sir,— Superintendent's Office, Auckland, December 4th, 1865.
In reference to the Resolutions passed by the House of Representatives on the 26th of October,

relative to the transfer of the confiscated lands in the Province of Auckland, on certain conditions toProvincial administration, for the purposes of colonization, I have now the honor to inform you that 1 haveexamined therecords of the General Government Agency at Auckland, and availed myself of all thesources of information open to me on this subject, with a View to form an opinion as to the desirability oftaking the step contemplated by the Resolutions.
Of course it is not in my power to undertake the administration of the lands referred to without theco-operation of the Provincial Council; but I am prepared tj bring the matter before the Council in the

next Session.
Before, however, I can expect them to come to a decision, it is necessary that I should be able to

afford them some information as to the source from which the necessary funds can be obtained to fulfilthe arrangements, and meet the liabilities it is proposed that the Provincial Government shall undertake.It is also necessary thai, I should clearly see my way on this point before I undertake to accept the*proposed transfer, as I feel bound to say tluit it is plain to mebeyond a doubt that, without the assistanceof the General Government, it would be quite impossible for the Provincial Government to carry the
matter through, and I am anxious, therefore, to be informed whether the General Government will affordsuch assistance, by way of loan or guarantee (the former ifpossible), as may be requisite for the purpose.I have called the Provincial Council together to meet on the 12th instant, in order to dispose of thequestion of Responsible Government in the Provincial administration, as this question has now assumed
such a shape that, until settled, the Executive Government is not in a position to prepare the necessarymeasures for the consideration of the Council. Having disposed of this matter, I propose that the Council
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should meet again early in January, for the consideration of the important subject submitted by the Re-
solutions of the House of Representatives, with other business of the session.

I have, &c,
Frederick Whitaker,

The Honorable the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Superintendent.

Ko. 4.
Copy of a Letter from his hoxor f. ■whitaker to the hon. c. w. Stafford.

Sir,— Wellington, 10th January, 18G6.
I have the honor to call your attention to a letter, addressed by me to you, dated the 4th of

December last, on the subject of certain Resolutions passed by the House of Representatives, declaring-
" that it is expedient that the confiscated lands in the Province cf Auckland should, with certain excep-
tions, and subject to certain conditions, be transferred to Provincial administration for the purposes of
colonization," to which letter 1 have not as yet received any reply.

I have felt so strongly that a speedy arrangement of this matter is of so much importance to the
Province of Auckland, as wellas to the Colony at large, that I have visited Welling-ton at considerable
inconvenience at the present time, mainly for the purpose of bringing about, if possible, a settlement
satisfactory and advantageous to all parties, without the delay necessarily incident to carrying' on nego-
tiations in writing from so great a distance as Auckland.

Since the date of my letter above referred to, I have again most carefully gone into the subject, and
I am thoroughly confirmed in the conclusion that the Province of Auckland cannot involve itself in the
liabilities contemplated by the Resolutions, with the least hope of success in the undertaking', withoutlarge
pecuniary means at its disposal. The Resolutions require that the Province ofAuckland shall " provide for
any compensationtonatives in money that maybe awarded by the Compensation Courtunder the 'New Zea-
land Settlements Act,' and for compensation to settlers in the Province of Auckland for lossesincurred in
the war." The extent of the first of these liabilities is unknown, and very difficult to estimate, but the
second certainly involves, under the most favorable circumstances, a very large sum of mone\\ In
addition to these there must necessarily be incurred a large outlay in Surveys, and an unavoidable expen-
diture in the employment and maintenance of Immigrants, who have been introduced by the General
Government under the "NewZealand Settlements Act, 1808," and in the payment of compensation to the
owners of land whoseproperty is required and taken for the location of Military Settlers and others.

Whatever may be the amount under any of these heads ultimately chargeable to the Province of
Auckland, these liabilities must, in the first instance, be metby the General Government. And, moreover,
in order to secure the successful colonization of the confiscated lands, and the prosperity or evenexistence
of the Military Settlements, public works on a considerable scale must certainly be undertaken, and other
expenses necessarily incurred.

The Province of Auckland is at present clear of financial embarrassment, but it has no funds to meet
any serious increase of expenditure ; and I must beg' to be permitted toimpress upon the General Govern-
ment that the General Assembly, by the legislation of last session, has appropriated a considerable annual
sum out of the Provincial revenue to meet the interest and sinking fund in respect of the sum allocated
under " TheLoan Allocation Act, 18U5," and, by a clause in " The SouthlandProvincial Debt Act, 1865,"
has altogether precluded the Province from borrowing any sum of money for any purpose whatever.

1 wishyou most distinctly to understand that I have neither intention nor wish to avoid, on the part
of the Province, the payment of any sum which is fairly chargeable against it, nor the evasion of any duty
which it may be reasonably asked to undertake; nor will I ask for a shilling in reference to the transfer
of the confiscated lands, which it is not intended to repay with interest: but, under the circumstances, it
does appear to me reasonable that the General Government should be asked to assist the Province in such
a way as will enable it to take over the administration of matters at present in the hands of the General
Government, and thereby relieve that Government of serious trouble and difficulties, and a large outlay of
money.

After careful consideration, I have come to the conclusion that, in order to enable the Provincial
Government to carry out the Resolutions of the House, the sum of £250,000 will be required ; and I pro-
pose that the General Government shall undertake to introduce a Bill in the next Session of theAssembly
to raise this sum on behalf of the Province of Auckland, and that in the meantime such assistance shall
be afforded as will enable the Provincial Government to proceed with the undertaking. At least £100,000
will berequired for this purpose, and I trust that you will be able to see your way to making atemporary
advance of this sum, to be repaid, with interest, out of the loan of £250,000, when raised under the
authority of the General Assembly.

Without this assistance it would be folly for me, on the part of the Province, to consent to accept the
transfer proposed by the Resolutions, involving liabilitieswhich it would be impossible to meet, and which
must necessarily entail difficulties and disaster, and the result would inevitably be that the matter must
be resumed by the General Government, who, whatever may be the arrangements between it and
the Provincial" Government, cannot divest itself of the responsibility of securing the fulfilment of engage-
ments with third parties.

I beg to add that time is of great consequence. Much has already been lost, whereby the success of
the colonization of the confiscated' lands has been seriously endangered, and much further delay would
render success hopeless.

I have, cfec,
The Honorable the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Fredk. Whitaker,

Superintendent of theProvince of Auckland.
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No. 5.
Copy of a Letter from the eon. c. w. Stafford to hrs honor f. whitaker.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, January 18, 18G6.
The Government hns given an attentive consideration to your Honor's three letters, dated

respectively the Ist and 4th ultimo, and 10th instant, relative to the proposed transfer of the confiscated
lands in the Province of Auckland on certain conditions to Provincial administration for the purpose
of colonization.

In your letter of the Ist ultimo, after recapitulating1 the circumstances which have led to yourpre-
sent position in connexion with the maintenance and location of the Immigrants introduced into the
Province of Auckland under the " New Zealand Settlements Act, 1863," you state that one of the
conditions (the grant of the Tuaknu block) on which your predecessor undertook to continue to act as
agent of the General Government in this matter, has not been fulfilled, and you submit a claim for
£18,000 in substitution of the sum supposed to have been represented, at the time of the agreement,by
the Tunkau block, and expended by the Provincial Government on the faith of that agreement.

On this point I have to obseive that your argument would have greatweight if the Provincial
Government of Auckland continues to act as the agent of the General Government, or even as Principal
in the administration referred to, while the General Government still retained the confiscated lands; but
it is clear that the Resolutions of the House of Representatives authorising the transfer of the confiscated
lands (ofwhich Tuakau block is apart) to the Province of Auckland, contemplate that that Province
should be forthwith charged with all the cost of introducing into and maintaining and locating
within it those Immigrants. If the confiscated lands are accepted by the Province under the Resolu-
tions of the House, that acceptanceat once determines all previous questions of dispute connected with
the former agency.

In the letters of the 4th ultimo nnd 10th instant, you refer to the large pecuniary liabilities, which
are expressly attached to this contemplated transfer, and you express your opinion that, in addition to
these liabilities, other expenses must certainly be incurred in order to secure the successful colonization of
the confiscated lands, and the prosperity or even existence of the -Military Settlements:

You point out that whatever may be the amount on account of these liabilities ultimately chargeable
to the Province of Auckland, they must in thefirst place be met by the General Government, which
cannot divest itself of the responsibility of securing the fulfilment of engagementswith third parties:

You observe that the Province ofAuckland, although at present clear offinancial embarrassment, has
no funds to meet any serious increase of expenditure, and that tha General Assembly has appropriated, last. Session, part of the Auckland Provincial Revenue to meet the interest and sinking fund under the "Loan
Allocation Act, 1865," while a clause in the " Southland Provincial Debt Act, 1805" altogether pre-
cludes the Province from borrowing any sum of money for any purpose whatever :

You state that a very careful consideration of the whole subject has thoroughly convinced you that
the Province of Auckland cannot involve itself in the liabilities contemplated by tho Resolutions of the
House of Representatives with the least hope of success, without large pecuniary means at its disposal;
and, disclaiming any wish on the part of the Province ofAuckland to avoid the paymentof any sum fairly
chargeable against it, and the performance of any duty which it may be reasonably asked to underti
or to ask for any pecuniary aid which it is not intended to repay with interest, you submit that, under
the circumstances, it is reasonable thnt the General Government should assist the Province in assuming
an administration at present in the hands of the Colony, and thus relieve the Colony from serious diffi-
culties and a large expenditure :

You propose, for this purpose, that the General Government shall undertake to introduce a
Bill in the next Session of the General Assembly to raise a sum of £2/^OOO on behalf of the Pro-
vince of Auckland, to enable it to carry out the Resolutions of the House of Representatives, and that
in the meantime a temporaryadvance, of at least £100,000 should be made, to enable the Provincial
Government to proceed with the undertaking, such advance to be repaid with interest out of the' loan of
£200,000.

In replying to your Honor, I have to state that the General Government fully recognises that the
contemplated transfer of the confiscated lands entails large liabilities, and that the retention of the
administration of these lands would involve the Colony in heavy expenses for necessary services, which
could be more economically and effectively performed under Provincial than under Colonial ad-
ministration.

This view of the subject appears to have actuated the late, as it certainly did the present Govern-
ment, in the proposal which both Governments submitted, in identical form, to the House of Represen-
tatives for the transfer of these lands. In a Memorandum written by the late Native Minister, and
attached to the Papers on this subject, the following1passages occur :—" It is understood that Auckland requires £100,000 to carry on the work of settlingWaiknto and Tauranga,

" Supposing that a loan of half a million was sanctioned, and the interest charged on
the Province of Auckland, the General Government will not interfere with the workin"-
of the scheme, but will require an entire surveillance and audit, with the power of putting
an end to the scheme, and taking it again into their own hands, if the Province should fail in
its work."

These passages, although not embodied in the proposal submitted to the House, indicate the import-
ance that was attached to intrusting the Province with the colonization of the confiscated lands, and the
reasonable anticipationof a lean charged on the Province being required under the authority of theGeneral Assembly for the purpose of enabling it effectively to fulfil that object.

The present state of the question appears to be shortly as follows :—
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The arrangementproposed by the House of Representatives cannot be effected unless it isaccepted
by theProvince ofAuckland, and cannot be accepted by that Province until it has pecuniary means at
its disposal for properly carrying it into effect. These means it cannot derive from its revenue, and is
precluded by an Act of the General Assembly from raising by loan.

Until the arrangement does come into effect the General Government is bound to continue to
administer and to incur a heavy outlay for the purpose of fulfilling its obligations, while the neglect,
which would almost be forced on it, of prosecuting the colonization of the lands in question would
render futile much of the past expenditure, and entail in the future a very large expenditure in re-
occupying and settling these lands.

After careful deliberation, the Government is prepared, on conditionof theProvincialGovernment
ofAuckland immediately undertaking the whole cost of colonizing the confiscated lands, to propose to
the GeneralAssembly, in its next Session, aBill to raise the sum of£250,000 onbehalfof the Province
ofAuckland to enable it to give effect to the Resolutions of the House—the interest and sinking fund
of this loanto be charged on therevenues of that Province.

The Governmentwill also temporarily advance to the Provincial Government of Auckland for the
same purpose One Hundred Thousand Pounds, in colonial bonds at par, bearing sixper cent, interest,
also to be paid by that Province.

In the event of the proposed Loan Bill beingpassed £100,000 is to be deducted by the General
Government from theproceeds as afirst charge, unless thesebonds are returned to the GeneralGovern-
ment on or before the 31st December, 1866, all current interest which may have accrued having first
been paid by the Provincial Governmentof Auckland.

It must be understood that the acceptance of this arrangement settles all previous questions in
dispute in connexion with the agency of your predecessor, Mr. Graham, relative to these lands (inclu-
sive of the Tuakau block) or to the maintenance and location of the Immigrants.

I have, &c,
His Honor the Superintendent, Auckland. E. W. Stafford.

No. 6.
Copy of a Letter from his honor f. whitaker, to the hone. w. Stafford.

Sir,— Wellington, January 18th, 1866.
I have the honor to acknowledge thereceipt of your letter, of this day's date, relative to

the proposed transferof the confiscated land in the Province of Auckland, on certain conditions, to
Provincial administration, for the purpose ofcolonization.

With reference to theTuakau block, wliich has been the subject of a separate arrangement, in
pursuance of which theProvincial Government had, up to the 28th December last (beyond the £15,000
advanced in debenturesby the Colonial Government), expended £22,250, I have to state that my pre-
decessor, Mr. Graham, calculated on the reimbursementof this expense by sales or mortgage of the
land many months ago, and that theProvince has been involved in difficulty in consequence of his not
being placed in apositionby the Colonial Government, as was arranged, toraise the moneyhe required.
I should have been glad to have kept this transaction separate from anyother, andto have been enabled
to discharge the debt incurredon account of the Emigrants by the substitution of £18,000 for the
Tuakau block. I am, of course, awarethat ultimately it would make no difference as to the total
amount to be charged against the Province, but in the meantime it would have enabled me to free
the Province from a liability which Ido not see any way to meet, unless by sale or pledge of the
debentures you are nowoffering insteadof the money (£100,000) I askedfor in my letter of the 10th
instant.

I should have been much bettersatisfied with theproposed arrangement if you could have ad-
vanced the Province the amount required for carrying out the objects contemplated by the Resolutions
of the House of Representatives, in money, instead of handing over debentures; but, as matters now
stand, I am willing nevertheless on my part to accept theproposed transfer, and to recommend the
Provincial Council to joinin the acceptance.

I have, &c,
The Honorable the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Frederick Whitaker,

Superintendent of the Province of Auckland.

No. 7.
Copy of a Letter from the hon. c. w. Stafford to his honor f. whitaker.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 19th January, 1866.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ofyour letter ofyesterday's date, accepting for

yourself, andengaging to recommend theProvincial Council of Auckland to accept, the transfer of the
confiscated lands on the terms stated in my letter of the 18th instant.

I have, &c,
His Honor the Superintendent, Auckland. E. W. Stafford.
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No. 8.
Copy of a Letter from the hon. c. w. Stafford to his honor f. whitaker.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, "Wellington, 18thJanuary, 1866.
I have the honor to enclose a New Zealand Gaiette, No. 3, of this date, containing an Order

in Council, proclaiming and setting apart under the "New Zealand Settlements Act, 1863," certain
lands in the District of Opotiki.

TheResolutionsof the House of Representatives last session, on the subject of the confiscatedlands
in the Province ofAuckland, do not directly refer to these lands, whichhave been confiscated since, but
the Government proposes, subject to the sanction of theLegislature, that they shouldbe transferred, aa
the other lands have been, to Provincial administrationfor thepurposes of colonization.

Should your Honor accept this proposal, it willbe necessary that surveyors should at once be
despatched to Opotiki for the purpose of laying out a Military Settlement there, in which it is proposed
to locate part of the Ist WaikatoRegiment, the whole of which regiment it is intended to locate either
at Taurangaor on the Opotiki block.

I have, &c,
His Eo lor the Superintendent, Auckland. E. W. Stafford.

No. 9.
Copy of a Letter from his honor f. whitaker to the hon. c. w. Stafford.

Sir,— Wellington, 19th January, 1866.
I have the honour to acknowledge thereceipt ofyour letter ofyesterday's date, enclosing an

Order in Council, proclaiming and setting apart under the "New Zealand Settlements Act, 1863,"
certain lands in the District of Opotiki, andproposing, subject to the sanction of the Legislature, that
they should be transferred, as the other lands have been, to Provincial administrationfor the purposes
of colonization.

I am willing on my part to accept thisproposal, and to recommend theProvincial Council to con-
sider its acceptance. In the event of their doing so, I shall be prepared to have the lots required tor
the Military Settlors, whom it is proposed to locate there, surveyed without any delay.

I have, &c,
The Honorable the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Fredk. Whitakee,

Superintendentof the Province of Auckland.

No. 10.
Copy of a Letter from his honor f. wmtaker to the hon. c. w. Stafford.

Sir,— Superintendent's Office, Auckland, February 6, 1866.
I have the honor to enclose a copy of a Message transmittedby me to the Provincial Council,

recommending them to accept the transfer to Provincial administrationof the confiscated lands in the
Province of Auckland, for the purpose of colonization; and also a &>py of theResolution passed by the
Council on the 2nd instant, expressing their concurrence.

I have, &c,
Fred. Whitaker,

The Honorable the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Superintendent.

Enclosure 1 in No. 10.
The Superintendent transmits for the information of the Provincial Council a copy of the corres-

pondence that has taken place at Wellington between tho Colonial Secretary and himself, relative to
the landconfiscatedin the Province of Auckland under the "New Zealand SettlementsAct, 1863." The
Superintendent invites a careful considerationby the Council of this subject, with, a view to an early
decision of the questionhe nowsubmits to them—whethertheywill concur with him in accepting the
proposed transfer to Provincial administration, for the purposes of colonization, of thelandreferred to ?

The further papers relative to the Waikato settlements, laid before the Council at the commence-
ment of the present session, will have informed them of the state in which this matter stood when the
present Superintendent came into office, and the eorresjiondence transmittedherewith, together with
the accompanying explanatory papers, will place the Council in possession of all that appears to be
necessary to enablo them to arrive at a satislactory decision.

The Superintendentfeels that it is due to the Council that he should explain the cause of his
leavingAuckland at a timewhen the Council was in session. Onreference to the correspondence now
placed before them, it willbe seen that on the Ist December the Superintendent addressed a letter to
the Colonial Secretary, inviting attention to the difficultposition in which he found himselfinreference
to the maintenance and locationof the immigrants introducedinto thisProvince underthe "NewZealand
Settlement Act," pointing out that the Superintendent, under the grant made to him of Tuakau land,
was disenabledfrom selling, leasing, or borrowing money, as was arranged, and the consequentfailure
to obtain the money, which it was calculated wouldbecome availablefrom that source; andrequesting
that the General Government wouldplace at his disposal a sum of £18,000 (eighteen thousandpounds)
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in substitution for the money which he was thus disappointed in obtaining. It willbe further seen that
in reply to a letterfrom the Colonial Secretaryof the9th November, transmitting a copy of certainReso-
lutions passed by the House of Representatives, relative to the confiscated land in this Province, the
Superintendent, on the 4th December, informed the Colonial Secretary that it was not in his pown- to
undertake the administrationof the landreferred to without the co-operationof the ProvincialCouncil ;that before he could expect themto come to a decision it was necessary that he should be ableto afford
themsome information as to the source from which the funds required for the undertaking could be
obtained ; that it was also necessary that he shouldclearly see his wayon thispointbefore he consented
to accept theproposed transfer, as it appearedplain to him beyond a doubt thatwithout the assistanceof the General Government it would be impossible for theProvincial Government to carry thematter
through, and requesting to be informed whether the General Government wouldafford assistanceby
way of loan or guarantee. To these letters the Superintendent had received no reply on the 4th of
January, and it appeared to him that the correspondence would probably extend over so much time,
and possibly even end unsatisfactorily, that though, apparently, the Superintendent's absence would
prolong the session of the Council, in reality the effect wouldbe to shorten it, and his visit to Wellington
might materially increase the chance of an advantageous termination of the negotiations.

The Superintendentarrived at Wellington on the Bth of January, and on the 10thof themonthhe
addressed a letter to the Colonial Secretary, calling attention to the fact that no answer had been
received to his former letters, and stating the object of his visit. In this letter the Superintendent
directed attention to the large pecuniary liabilities which acceptance of the transfer proposed by the
Eesolutions necessarily involved (liabilitieswhich, at all events in the first instance, wouldhave to be
met by the General Government), and to the facts that the legislation of the General Assembly in the
last session had appropriateda largesum out of therevenue of the Province to meet the interest and
sinking fund of aportion of the colonial debt, and that the Province was precluded from borrowing
money for any purposewhatever. The Superintendentfurther stated thathewas thoroughly convinced
that the transfer, with the liabilitiescontemplatedby the House, could not be accepted with the least
hope of success without large pecuniarymeans; and he urged that, as the General Government would
be relieved from serious difficulties and trouble, and a large outlay ofmoney, it was reasonable thatthe
Province should be assisted, without which it would be folly for the Provincial authorities to incur
liabilitiesnecessarily entailing difficulties and disaster, and which would ultimatelyrendernecessary the
resumption by the General Government of the administrative work transferred. The result of the
negotiation is fully detailedin the correspondence transmitted herewith. In reference to pecuniary
assistance, it maybe briefly stated : On condition that the Provincial Government of Auckland imme-
diately undertakethe wholecost of colonizing the confiscated lands, the General Government will pro-
pose to the General Assembly to raise a loan of £250,000, onbehalf of the Province, to enable it to
give effect to the Eesolutionsof theHouse, the interestand sinkiug fund to be charged on its revenues ;
and in the meantime the General Government will advance the sum of £100,000 in Colonial debentures
(to be repaidout of the loan), in order that the Provincial authorities may be enabled to proceed at
once with the undertaking. A reference to the papers transmitted herewith will also show that, in
addition to the lands at Waikato and Taurauga, about 480,000 acres of land have been confiscated at
Opotiki, in the Bay of Plenty, by an Order in Council, dated the 18th January. This land was not
expressly referred to by theEesolutions of tlu>House, but it is within the terms of them, and stands on
the same footing; and it was proposed, therefore, by the General Government, in a letter dated the
18th January, that it shall be transferred, togetherwith the lands at Waikato and Tauranga, to Pro-

vincial administration, upon the same conditions.
The Provincial Council will observe that the Superintendent, in his letters of the 18th and 19th of

January, states on his part his willingness to accept theproposed transfer of all the lands abovereferred
to, and to recommend the Provincial Council to join in the acceptance. The Superintendent did not
arrive at this conclusion without the most anxiousconsideration of the subject in all its bearings, and
certainly not until it appeared to him that the Province could undertake the administration of these
lands with every reasonable hope of success, nor until he felt satisfied that the interests of the Province,
as well as of the Colony at large, would be materially benefited by the undertaking.

The Superintendent now invites the Council carefully to consider what it is intended to transfer
to the Province under the Eesolutions of the House of Eepresentatives. On the one hand, there is a
large extentof land, and on the other there are large liabilities.

As appears by a document prepared by Major Heaphy, and transmitfed herewith, the confiscated
land in Waikato is estimated to consist of 1,217,473 acres, of which 603,178 will be required for the
Military Settlers, Immigrants, and Natives, leaving 614,300 at present unappropriated. The latter
quantity comprises 64,961 acres of good land (about 20,000 of which are some of the most valuableof
the confiscatedlands, those situated between Auckland and the Waikato river); 78,660 acres of
swamps, which can be easily drained; 39,614 acres of swamps, which it would be difficult to drain ;
and 431,065* acres of poor and hilly land.

At Taurangathere are 50,000 acres, and at Opotiki 480,000 acres, as nearlyas can be estimated :
of which, according to thebest information the Superintendent can obtain, rather less than one-third,
or about 175,000, may be considered good.

The military settlers and natives will probably require about 70,000 acres to satisfy their
claims.

In round numbers, then, the wholeof the confiscated lands may be said to comprise 1,750,000
acres of land, of which 840,000 may be considered good, and 910,000 acres varying in quality from
iiiferior to worthless.

Of the good land there willbe availablefor sale 170,000 acres, and so much of the swampy and
poorer lands as may be found sufficiently valuable to induce purchasers to buy them at reduced prices.

Against the proceeds of the lands which can be sold there are to be set tho money liabilitieswhich
must be accepted with the land. The first is compensation to those who are entitled to it in respect of
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the confiscated land, under the " New Zealand Settlements Act." The amount which -will be required
under tide head is very difficult to estimate. Amongst the papers transmitted herewith, is a list of
the claims in Waikato which have been forwarded by the Colonial Secretary to the Judges of the
Compensation Court for hearing. The number of claimants amounts to about 1,800, but there is no
doubt thatmany of these claims are groundless, many more involve but very small amounts, and some
have alreadybeen settled by agreement. There is, however, a sufficient number left to- lender the list
a very formidable one to dealwith, both as regards the expense and trouble of investigation, and the
amount of money involved in the issue. The claims in respect of lands at Tauranga and Opotiki have
yet to be added.

The claims for compensation to settlersfor losses sustained by thewar also amount to a very large
sum. The awards already made in the cases heard by the Commissioner for investigating these claims
amountto £71,002 lCs. Id., and there areothers yet tobe heard. Many ofthe claims madewereno doubt
reasonable and fair, but, on inquiry, the Superintendent is led to believe that many weremost unreason-
able and exaggerated, and lie has little doubt that even the awards made in many of the cases will be
found, on a more searchinginvestigation, conducted on proper principals, to exceed what the parties
are fairly entitledto receive; for it must be borne in mind that the hearings thathave already taken
place wereex parte only, theclaimants, too, for the most part, appearing by a paid advocate, who care-
fully got up their eases ; and the GeneralGovernment, that instituted the inquiry, not being represented
at all. 'The acceptance of the proposed transferof the confiscated lands will also involve a largeoutlay on
various objects which will require to be carriedout, in order to render colonization successful. Surveys,
on a large scale, must be made. Immigrants must be employed and maintained, public works of
considerable magnitude undertaken, and other expenses ofa miscellaneous character incurred.

After giving due weight to all theforegoing subjects for serious consideration, the consideration
for the Provincial Council will be this—whether it will be advantageous to the Province of Auckland
to accept the transfer on the terms proposed by theEesolutions, with the pecuniary assistance which
the General Government is willing to afford, in order to render the administrationof the lands by the
Provincial Government a successful undertaking?

To this questionthe Superintendent has devotedmuch carefu consideration, and he feels satisfied
that the right course is for the Provincial authorities to accept the proposalmade to them; and for the
information and assistance of the Council the Superintendentwill briefly state the grounds upon which
he has arrived at that conclusion.

It is not open to question that the Colony at large is much interested in the success of the settle-
ments placed upon the confiscated land, and that they should be increased and strengthened, as
affording the best security against another native war; and to the Province ofAuckland it is beyond
doubt that success is of vital importance—indeed, having regard to the enormous liability to which
the Province is now subject, as a consequence of the native war within its territories, failure would
involve ruin.

No direct pecuniary gain to the Province can, of course, be obtained under the conditions pro"posed from the sale of the surplus lan Is, after satisfaction of the engagements imposed, as thePro-
vincial Government is required to pledge itself, after recouping actual cash payments, to expend the
whole proceeds derivedfrom the confiscated lands in colonizing, and otherwise for the general advan-
tage of the confiscated districts.

The transfer will, however, be sufficiently advantageous to induce its acceptance, if the proceeds of
the sales of the laud to be disposed of can be made to cover the sums to be charged againstthem, for
indirect gain will necessarily follow successful colonization, and the amount of this gain will be
measured by the extent and prosperity of the settlements to be maintained and planted; and having
regard, indeed, to the large annual sum which has nowto be paid, partly in common with the other
Provinces, and partly specially fixedon this Province by the Loan Allocation Act, 18G5, it is essential
that the contributors to the revenue should be numerous and prosperous in order that a sufficient
revenuemay be raised to meet the necessary demands on it.

By what means, then, can success be best obtained? Through the administration of the Colonial
Government, or of the Provincial Government ? To the Superintendent it is quite clear that the
distance at which the former Government is now placed renders administrationat all by them difficult,
Mid successful administrationalmost impossible ; and that thework to be done can be more inexpen-
sively and efficientlyperformed by the lr.ttev Government. Moreover, this Province has had theexpe-
rience of the managementby one Colonial Ministry to guide to a decision ; and their successors, the
present Ministry, say plainly that "the neglect which would almost be forced on them of prosecuting
the colonizationof the land in question would render futile most of the past expenditure, and entail
in the future a very largeexpenditurein re-occupying and settling these lands." Much of this past
expenditure has already been charged against this Province, and the principle established will apply
to a large portion of that which the General Government willbe compelled to incur if the transfer of
administrationnowproposed be not accepted. This Province, then, is specially interested in taking
care that the future expenditure be economically conducted, and madeproductive ofprofitable results.
It will have to pay whatever the event; and it is, therefore, of thefirst importance that it should
possess the power of supervision and control.

Care must also be exercised that too contracted a view of the relativepositions of the Colony and
the Province be not taken. A lavish or unproductive expenditure of colonial money most seriously
affects the interests of all the Provinces; is, indeed to each Province second only in importance to
'such an expenditureofits own separatefunds; if, therefore, witli justice to ourselves, it is possible for
us, by taking the managementof local work, to economise orrender profitable the expenditure of theGeneral Government, it is clearly our interest, as well as our duty, to do so.

Moreover, the position in which this Province especially stands in relation to the colony cannot
with propriety be left out of consideration. We may fairly look upon ourselves and our interests to
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have been neglected and ill-treatedby someof its servants, but to the Colony itself we owe a debt of
gratitude. Great efforts have been made to afford us assistance in our time of need, and the Colony
has become largely involved in debtby reason of an expenditure incurred in putting down a formid-
able insurrection at our doors, and in taking measures for our future security. If, therefore, apart
from the profit or gain, it is possible for us, without serious loss to ourselves, to relieve the Colonial
Government from trouble and difficulty in this matter, by undertaking necessary and importantwork
within the Province, it is plainly our duty not to shrink from the task.

Believing, then, as the Superintendent does believe, that by the acceptance of the proposal made,
■we may, if we evenfail to obtain all the advantages which may be reasonably expected, at least miti-
gate any losses to be sustained, and turn to the best account expenditure that must be incurred; that
a duty fairly owing to the Colony willbe performed; that we shall be placed in aposition to render
promptly some service to those who have suffered severe losses from native outrages ; and especially
that the Province will secure the management and control of most importantaffairs vitally affecting
its interests. The Superintendent recommends theProvincial Council to concur with him in accepting
the proposed transfer toProvincial administration of the confiscatedlands in the Province of Auckland.

FrEDK. WIIITAKER,
Superintendent's Office, Auckland, January 30, 1866. Superintendent.

Enclosure 2 in No. 10.
Session XIX., 1865-6.

Extract from the journals of the Auckland provincial council.

Eesolved— Friday, February 2, 1866.

" That this Council, having taken Message No. 3 into consideration, doth concur with the Super-
intendent in accepting the proposed transfer to Provincial administration of the confiscated lands in
the Province of Auckland."
Eesolved—

" That an Address be presented to His Honor the Superintendent forwarding the foregoing
resolution."

(True extract) G. Maurice O'Eorke,
His Honor the Superintendent. Speaker.

No. 11.
(No. 60.) Copy of a Letter from the hon. c. w. Stafford to ins honor f. whitaker.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 15th February, 18 56.
The Provincial Government of Auckland having accepted the transfer to Provincial Adminis-

tration of the Confiscated Lands in the Province of Auckland, I have to request you to be good enough
to inform all Officers in the employmentof the General Government, connected with the survey and
settlement of the Confiscated Lands in the Waikato and at Tauranga, that, in consequence of this
transfer, all expenses connected therewithwill be regulatedandprovidedby the Provincial xluthorities,
and that accordingly, His Honor the Superintendent will, after the end of the present month, give
them the necessary instructions.

I have to request you to convey to them the thanks of the Government for their services while the
administration of these lands was controlled by it.

I have, &c,
His Honor F. Whitaker, Government Agent, Auckland E. W. Stafford.

No. 12.
Copy of a letter from his noNOR f. whitaker to the hon. c. w. Stafford.

Sir,— Office of the Agent for the General Government, Auckland, 23rd February, 1866.
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, requesting me to

inform all officers in tho employment of the General Government, connectedwith the survey and settle-
ment of the Confiscated Lands in Waikato and Tauranga, that, in consequence of the Provincial
Government of Auckland having accepted the transfer of the Confiscated Lands in the Province of
Auckland to Provincial Administration, all expenses connected therewith will, after the end of the
current month, be regulated andprovided by tho Provincial Authorities, and instructions conveyed to
them by His Honor the Superintendent of the Province of Auckland.

In reply, Ibeg to inform you that your instructions willbe carried out, andyour request to convey
to these officers the thanks of the Government for their services while the administration of these
lands was controlledby it, willbe properly attendedto.

I have, &c,
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. F. Whitaker.
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No. 13.
(No. 74.) Copy of a letter from the hon. c. w. Stafford to his hokok f. whitaker.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary'sOffice, "Wellington, 24th February, 1866.
"With reference to your Honor's Message, No. 3, to the Provincial Council of Auckland, I

notice the following passage :—

" A reference to the papers transmitted herewith will also show that, in addition to the lands at
"Waikato and Tauranga, about 480,000 acres of landhave been confiscated at Opotiki, in the Bay of
" Plenty, by an Order in Council, dated the 18th January. This land was not expresslyreferred to
"by the Eesolutions of the House, but it is within the terms of them, and stands on the same footing ;
" and it was proposed, there/ore, by the General Government,in a letter, dated the \%th January, that it shall
" be transferred, tor/ether icith the lands at Waikato and Tauranga, to Provincial Administration upon thesame
" conditions."

As the correspondence enclosed in the Message has not been published, the part underlined in the
above quotation is liable to misinterpretation, and I would therefore draw your Honor's attention to
the condition expressed in my letter of the 18thixlt., that this proposed transfer was to be " subject to
the sanction of the Legislature ;" and further, thatmy letter did not state that the transferwas to be
madeon "the same conditions" as were attached to the lands at Waikato, it being clearly open to the
Legislature to determine, if it should agree to the transfer, what the conditions should be.

I also proposed in that letter that, in the meantime, lands in that block shouldbe surveyedfor the
location of military settlers.

The Government is anxious that this preliminary survey should at oncebe made, care being taken
thatproper reserves are made for the settlement thereon of such friendly Natives as might have a
claim to be locatedthere.

Colonel Haultain has gone to Opotiki with (amongst others) the above objects, and I trust to be
informed thatno unavoidable delay has occurred in carrying them into effect.

I have, &c,
His Honor the Superintendent, Auckland. E. "W. Stafford.

No. 14.
(No. 31.) Copy of a letter from his honor f. whitaker to the hon. c. w. Stafford.

Sir,— Superintendent's Office, Auckland, sth March, 1866.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th February ult.,withreference to my Message, No. 3, to the Provincial Council of Auckland, andpointing out that, as

the correspondence enclosed with the Message has not been published, the following passage is liable
to misinterpretation:—

"And it was proposed, therefore, by the General Government, in a letter dated the 18thJanuary,
"that it (the Opotiki land) shall be transferred, togetherwith the lands at Waikato and Tauranga, to
" ProvincialAdministration, upon the same conditions."

Youare mistaken as to the non-publication of the correspondencereferred to ; it was sent downto
the Council in print at the same time as the Message, andpublished immediately afterwards. I enclose
herewith aprinted copy.

With regard to theexpression, "uponthe same conditions," I beg to refer to your letter of the
18th January, in which you state that "the Eesolutions of the House of Eepresentatives last session
" on the subject of the Confiscated Lands in the Province of Auckland, donot directly refer to these
"lands (Opotiki) which have been confiscatedsince, but theGovernment proposes, subject to thesanction
" of the Legislature, that theyshouldbe transferred, as the other lands have- been, to Provincial Adminis-
" tration for the purposes of colonization." It appears tome that this fully justifies my expression
that the same conditionswere to apply to all the land.

The resolutions of the House, expressly referred to by you in the paragraph quoted, prescribe
" certain conditions," and you propose to transfer the Opotiki lands as the other lands have been ; that
is, as I understand it, upon the same conditions as those specified in the resolutions.

The qualification that the transfer is subject to the sanction of the Legislature clearly leaves it, as
was intended, to the Legislature to agreeor disagree, as it should think fit, but I cannot admit that it
is clearly open to the Legislature to determine what the conditions shall be, if by that is meant that
the Province of Auckland must finally take the transfer, subject to whatever conditions theLegislature
maychoose to attach to it.

As I understand theposition, it is this. TheLegislature may give or withhold its sanction; if it
give, the Province is bound to accept thefinal transfer upon the conditions upon which theprovisional
transfer has taken place; if the Legislature refuse, the Opotiki lands will revert to the GeneralGovernment, when it willbe open to make any new arrangement that both parties concur in butneither is bound to accept the other's terms.

With regard to surveying the land in the Opotiki Block, I am waiting, and anxious to begin ; but.before I can do so, the site of the Military Settlement must be determined, and I must ascertain thatit is safe to send surveying parties on the land, which does not appear to me at present to be the case.As the Provincial Council is still in session, I was unable to leave Auckland, but, in order thal,
there might be no delay Dr. Pollen, on my part, has gone to Tauranga and Opotiki, to
meet the Minister for Colonial Defence, and settle, as far as possible, allpreliminaries, and I uxpect
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them both here in a few days, when, whatever it is found can bo prudently done, shall be forthwith
commenced.

I have, &c,
F. Whitaker,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Superintendent.

No. 15.
(No. 103.) Copy of a letter from the hon. c. w. Stafford to his honor f. whitkaer.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, "Wellington, 19thMarch, 1866.
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Honor's letter, No. 31, of the sth instant, relative

to that portion of your Message, No. 3, to the Auckland Provincial Council, which referred to the
proposed transfer of ConfiscatedLands in the Opotiki district to Provincial Administration.

In my letter, No. 74, of the 24th ult., Ipointed out that in a part of that Message the omission
of the words, " subject to the sanction of the Legislature" (words, in fact, rendering the transfer
altogether conditional) and the non-publication of the correspondence enclosed in the Message,
had caused that part of it to be liable to misinterpretation.

I was aware that (as stated in your letter) the correspondence accompanied the Message to the
Council, but I referred to the circumstance that the Message, which omitted those important words,
was extensivelycirculated in thePress, while the correspondence had not, so far as I am aware, been
similarly published. As the proposal to your Houor had been consequently misunderstood, my object
was to draw your Honor's attentionto thefact that the conditional nature of theproposed transferwas
not stated in your Message.

With respect to the words quoted by your Honor from my letter of the 18th January last, in which
I stated that the Government proposes, subject to the sanction of theLegislature, that the lands should
be transferred, "as the other lands had. been," to Provincial Administration, I would observe that the
expression quoted above was intended to mean simply that a proposal woiddbe made to the Colonial
Legislature that the lands at Opotiki shall be transferred to Provincial Administration, leaving it open
to the Legislature to specify the conditions on which this transfer should take place. Those words
merely referred to the substantive fact of a transfer, and not to its precise conditions, someof which
are not applicable. Hadit been intendedtoadopt those conditions, the words, "on the same conditions,"
or some phrase to that effect, wouldhave been used ; the conditions on which the transfer should be
effectedwill, of course, be considered by theLegislature when the subject is brought before it.

I have, &c,
His Honor the Superintendent, Auckland. E. W. Stafford.

No. 16.
Copy of a letter from his honor f. whitaker to the hon. c. w. Stafford.

Sir,— Superintendent's Office, Auckland, 23rd February, 1866.
I have the honor to inform you that in pursuance of the sixth Resolution of the House of

Representatives, passed on the 26th October, 1860, the Superintendent and Provincial Council have
agreed to Regulations for the disposal of the confiscatedlands in theProvince of Auckland, and now
recommend them to bo made by Order in Council, and issued under the powers conferred by the 16th
section of the "New Zealand SettlementAmendment and Continuance Act, 1865."

I enclose a copy of the Regulations, as amended by the Council, and agreed to by me ; and I
have to urge on you the great importance of issuing them as early as possible, as it is essential that
some of the land shouldbe disposed of without delay.

I have, &c,
Fred. Whitaker,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. Superintendent.

Enclosure 1 in No. 16.
AddressNo.il. Session XIX., 1865-66.

Extract from the journals of the Auckland provincial council.

Resolved— Tuesday, February 13, 1866.

" That the.Regulationsfor the sale of confiscated lands, as amended by the Council, be trans-
mitted to the Superintendent by Mr. Speaker, and that His Honor be requested to concur in the
same."
Resolved—

"That an Address be presented to His Honor the Superintendent forwarding the foregoing
Resolution."

True extract. (Signed) G. Maurice O'Roeke,
Ufa Honor the Superintendent. Speaker.
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Enclosure 2 in No. 16.
Begulations for the sale of the lands taken for settlement under the "New Zealand

Settlements Act, 1863," as passed by the Auckland provincial council.

1. In the construction of these Eegululations the terms following shall have the meanings here
respectively assigned to them. "Land" shall mean theLands in the Province of Auckland which
have been declaredby Order in Council as required for Settlement under the " New Zealand Settle-
ments Act 1863." "Superintendent" shall mean the Superintendent of the Province of Auckland.
"Executive Council" shall mean the Executive Council of the Province of Auckland. "Commis-
sioner" shall mean the Waste Lands Commissioner of the Province of Auckland" and "Pro-
vincial Treasurer" shall meanthe Provincial Treasurerof the Province of Auckland. "Government
Gazette" shall mean the Government Gazette of the Province of Auckland. "Province" shall mean
the Province of Auckland.

2. The Regulations relating to the disposal of land under the "New Zealand Settlements Act
1863" made by Order in Council on the 16th of May 1865 are herebyrepealed and annulled.

8. Sufficient land shallbe set apart for the location of Military and other settlers introduced by
the Government to be allotted to their use according to the tenor of their several contracts and the
said land or any part thereof may be granted to the sevoralpersons as they become respectively en-
titled thereto under the said contract or at an earlier date at the requost of the Sujterintendent if the
Governor shall think fit.

4. The Superintendent shall from time to time divide such of theremaining portions of the said
land as he shall think fit into four classes—namely :—

1. Town Land
2. Suburban Land
3. Special Eural Land
4. General Eural Land

And from time to time may vary alter and annul any such division in the whole or in part only and
make a new division thereof and may declare that any land shall belong to any one of the said classes
or shall cease to belong thereto.

TOWN SUBURBAN LAND AND SPECIAL EURAL LAND.
5. Town Land and Suburban Land and Special Eural Land shall bo offered for sale by auction

at an upset price not being less than 10s. an acre to be fixed by the Superintendent with the advice
and consent of the Executive Council Provided that any SiiecialEural Land may be sold Bubjeci in
conditions for the occupation and improvement thereof if the Superintendent with the advice and
consent of the Executive Council shall think fit.

6. The Superintendent shall from timeto time notify in the GovernmentGazette of the Province
of Auckland and in such newspapers in the Colony of New Zealand or elsewhere as to him shall
seem meet what lands are to be sold at such public sales and the upset prices thereof respectively
and such lands shall not be so offered for sale until at least one calendar month shall have elapsed
after thepublication of such notification.

7. Such public sales shall be held and conductedby such person at such times and in such places
within the said Province as the Superintendent shall by notification in the Government Gazette from
time to time nominate and appoint.

8. The purchase money of each allotmentof land sold at such sale shallbe paid by thepurchaser
thereof or his agent to the Provincial Treasurer in cash. *

9. It shall be lawful for any person within 12 calendar months after any auction to become the
purchaser by private contract of any landso put up for sale as aforesaid and notpurchased on paving
for the same in cash the upset price at which the same was put up for sale.

10. Provided always that it shallbe lawfulfor the Superintendent instead of permitting any land
to be purchased as authorized by the last two clauses to cause the same to be put up again
to auction giving such notice thereof as is hereinbefore provided in respect of land to be offered
at auction.

GENERAL RURAL LAND.

11. The Superintendentshall from time to time notify a certain day on and after which any
General Eural Land shallbe open for selection and sale and on and after that day any person
desirous of purchasing any of the same shall send in a written application during office hours under a
sealed cover directed to the Commissioner or his Deputy at such place as shall be stated in such notifi-
cation. Every such application shall have legibly written thereon the words "Application for Land "and the name of the intending purchaser and the number of acres he proposes to purchase.

12. Every such applicationshall state the number of acres the applicant is desirous of purchasing
and shall describothe same as accurately as maybe so that the same may be identified and marked
on a plan of the district to be provided by the Commissioner.

13. The purchase money after the rate of 10s. an acre for the quantity of land applied for shall
be paid to the Provincial Treasurer who shall give a receipt in duplicate and no application shall be
entertained unless one of such duplicate receipts shall be annexed to the application.

14. The Commissioner or his Deputy shall onreceipt of such application (and in the presence of
the intending purchaser or his agent if such purchaser or agent should desire the same) enter into a
minute book to be kept for thatpurpose a minuteof thereceipt of such application.

15. The minutes to be entered in such book shall be consecutively numbered from one upwards
and shall set forth the date of thereception of every such application the name of the intending pur-
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chaser the number of acres which he proposes to purchase and the amount which he shall have so
paidas the purchasemoney thereof.

16. Such book shall be open to thepublic for inspection at all times in office hours during which
time any person may take a copy of or extractfrom any minute entered therein.

17. The applications/ so received shall notbe opened tintil noon of the first day appointed in sujh.
manner aforesaid by the Superintendent for the sale of such General Eural Land on which day no
farther applicationshall be received.

18. The Commissioner or his Deputy shall on the day so appointed and in presence of such of the
intending purchasers or their agents as majT attend for thatpurpose proceed to open all such applica-
tions so received.

19. "When it shall appear on opening the said applications that but one person has in manner
aforesaid appliedto purchase any land and that he has duly paid the purchase money thereof such
person shall be deemed thepurchaser of such land.

20. If it should at any timeappear before the decision of the Commissioner that two or more
intending purchasers have made application for the same land and that each of them has duly paid
the purchase money thereof such land shall be put up to auction in such blocks as the Commissioner
may determine at an upset price of 10s. an acre on a day to be decided by the Commissioner
or liis Deputy.

21. The "Commissioner or his Deputy shall immediately after such auction give to each of the
unsuccessful persons or his agent an order on the Provincial Treasurer for the purchase money so
paid by him in respect of such allotment and such Treasurer shall pay the same on demand
accordingly.

22. After the dayfixed for opening the applications sent in as aforesaid all the unsold portions
of such General Eural Lands shall be openfor sale to thefirst applicant for same.

23. Every such subsequent application must be made in writing to the Commissioner or his
Deputy during office ljpurs and must state the quantityand situationof the landand describe the same
as accurately as may be so that the same maybe identified and markedon a plan of the district to be
provided by the Commissioner and no such application shall be entertained unless it be accompanied
by a receipt for the purchase money signed by the Provincial Treasurer or by some person autho-
rized by him.

24. The Commissioner or his Deputy immediately on receipt of such application shall in the
presence of the intending purchaser or his agent if such purchaser or agent desire it to be done enter
in the minute book to bo kept for that purpose the day and hour of the receipt of the application the
name of the purchaser quantity situation and description of the land and the amount paid as the
purchase moneyof the same.

25. As soonas such entry shall have been made in conformity with these Regulations the land to
which the same shall refer shall be deemedto be sold and the purchaser thereof entitled to a Crown
Grant.

26. Provided always thatevery application for GeneralEural Land shall comprise not less than
40 aeris and shall so far as the features of the country willpermit be of a rectangular form and when
fronting on a road river lake or coast be of a depth whenpracticable not loss than three times the
length of the frontage and no application which does not comply with these requirements shall ha
granted but it shall be competent for any applicant with the consent of the Commissioner to amend
his application so that any such alteration in no way interferes with any other application duly made
at the time.

27. The Commissioner at the timeof any application being granted or as soon as conveniently
maybo thereafter shall inform the applicant that the land selected will be surveyed by and at the
expense of the Government or that tlie applicant must have the same surveyed at his own expense by
a surveyor to be approved of in writing by the Commissioner.

28. When the land is surveyedby the applicant at his own expense ho shall be entitled to an
allowance for the cost thereof according to a scale to be from timeto time fixed by the Commissioner.

29. Every survey to be made at the expenseof the applicant must be completed to the satisfaction
of the Commissioner and the plans thereof deliveredto him with as little delay as possible and within
a time to be fixed by him which shall in no case exceed six calendar months and in default thereof it
shall be lawful for the Commissioner eitherto have the land surveyed at the applicant's cost which
shall be repaid by him within one month of the completion of the survey or it shallbe lawful for th<>
Commissioner to sell the land to some otherperson and in such latter case thepurchase moneypaid by
the first applicant shall be returned to him on demand after deducting therefrom one-fifth part as a
forfeiture for the default.

30. When General Eural Land shall be purchased in a district in which lines of road shall not be
determinedon and laid out aright of laying out roads over the said land shall bo reservedin the Grant
but not more thanfive per cent, of the land shall be takenfor sucli purpose without payment of com-
pensation for the excess to be fixfcd by arbitrationin the usual way Provided that if such right be not
exercised within five years from the date when theblock within which such land is situate was first
ottered forsale then and in such case compensation for the whole area takonshall be given to be fixed
by arbitration in the usual way.

31. It shall bo at any time competent for the Superintendent with the advice and consent of the
Executive Council to oifer for salo by auction any general Eural Land which shall be 'deemed to
possess c pecial value as containing minerals and the Regulations hereinbefore containedrelating to
auction sales shall apply thereto.
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No 17.
(No. 92.) Copy a Letter from the hon. c. w. Stafford to hib hojtoh f. ■whitakee.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary'sOffice, Wellington, 14tliMarch, 1866.
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Honor's letter, No. 436, of the 23rd ultimo, trans-

mitting certain proposed Regulations for the disposal of the Confiscated Lands in the Province of
Auckland, which yourecommend to be brought into operationby Order of the Governor in Council.

The Governor is at present absent from Wellington, and, in the meantime, I would point out to
your Honor someobjections which exist to parts of the proposed Begulations, and I have to request
your Honor to be good enough to suggest such amendments as would supply the defects indicated.

The second of theEesolutions passed by the House of Eepresentatives on the 26th October last,
under which the confiscatedlauds are transferred to Provincial administration, requires provision to be
made for securing to the loyal natives the lands to which they may be entitled, and of settling those
natives who may desire to return to the districts comprised in such lands, and to accept the Queen's
authority, and to take grants from the Crown. The proposed Regulations do not provide for this.

The fifth Resolution also requires that the Province should provide for any compensation to natives
in moneythat maybe awardedby the Compensation Court under theNew ZealandSettlements Act, and
aprovision on this latterpoint was madein the Order in Council on the 16thMay, 1865 (see New Zealand
Gazette, 1865, page 171) but this Order in Council is now proposed to be revoked by theRegulations
under consideration.

Moreover, under the 6th section of "The New Zealand Settlements Amendment and Continuance
Act, 1865," the Crown may abandon land in respect of which compensation is claimed, and this
abandonmentwould take the land affected by the claim out of the operation of " The New Zealand
Settlements Act, 1863." As the previous disposal of such lands under theproposed Regulations would
preclude the Crown from the exercise of such right and entail upon it the necessityof giving compen-
sation, it is evident that the Regulations should distinctly recognise the liabilities referred to in the
Resolution last quoted.

As the proposed Regulations donot provide for the requirements requiredby these Resolutions,
the necessary amendments shouldbe made therein.

The " New Zealand Settlements Amendment and Continuance Act, 1865" also requires (Section
18) that money arisingfrom the sale and disposal of land in each Province under that Act and the
Acts of 1863 and 1864, shall be paid to the Colonial Treasurer. The Bth, 13th, and 23rd clauses of
the proposed Regulations conflict with this requirement, and should be altered accordingly. Ido not,
however, foresee any difficulty in the adjustment of accounts between the Province and the Colony, so
ac substantiallyto carry out the wishesof the House of Representatives that theproceeds of the land
shall become Provincial Revenue.

With respect to clause 22 of the proposed Regulations, if, as it appears, it is intended by it to
place in the hands of the Waste Lands Commissioner an absolute discretion as to the amount each
purchaser is to be allowed for expense of survey, I do not think that such a large power should be
vested in that officer. A maximum of allowance should be fixed by theRegulation.

I have, &c,
His Honor the Superintendent, Auckland. E. W. Stafford.

No 18.
Copy of a Letter from ins honor f. whitaxer to the hon. c. w. Stafford.

Sir,— Superintendent's Office, Auckland, 22nd March, 1866.
I have the honor to acknowledge thereceipt of your letter of the 14th March, No. 94, on the

subject of the Regulations for the disposal of the confiscated lands in the Province of Auckland.
I very much regret the delay that will necessarily t:ike place before these Regulations can be

issued, as it is of essential importance that land should be sold as early as possible. Apart from the
necessity of raising money by land sales, it is quite clear that the Waikato Settlements cannot bekept
together unless some employment is found for the men. The sums which can be spent by theProvin-
cial Government onpublic works will be very inadequatefor thepurpose, and theonly means available
are to hold out inducements to settlers to purchase land, and expend money in improvements.
The original plan provided for the admixture of capitalists with the Waikato public, and the fatal
mistake has been that this arrangementwas not carried out. It is essentialthat it should stillbe acted
on so far as possible, and justnow, when many of the men are ceasing to receive rations, it is of

importance that work should be found for them in the district. Moreover, the season of the
year renders loss of time of still more serious consequence. Imust also observe that " The New
Zealand Settlements Amendmentand Continuance Act, 1865" has unfortunately provided that no land
shall be disposed of, except for cash, nor at a lessrate than ten shillings an acre, and thus throws an
obstacle in theway of settlement. If I had the power I would sell large portions of the swamps at a
low price, on condition that they should be reclaimed and brought into cultivation withina limited
time, thus giving employment to many menfor some time to come.

Your letter, to which I am now replying, states four objections to the proposed Regulations :
Ist. That there is no provision for securing to the loyal natives the lands to which they maybe

entitled, and for settling the natives who may desire to return to districts within the confiscated
blocks.

fcjuoh aprovision was designedlyomitted, because it didnot appear that there was anypowerto make
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such a Jaw by Regulation. The widepower givenby the " New ZealandSettlements Act, 1863," would
have enabled this to be done, but thesepowerswere destroyedby the 16thsection of the '' NewZealand
Settlements Amendment and Continuance Act, 1865." At the sametime, I of course admit the obli-
gation imposed by the acceptance of the terms proposed by the Resolutions of the House, and due care
is being taken to satisfy all claims of this class, but before the land can be legallyappropriatedand
grants made, it appears to me that further legislationby the General Assembly will be required.

I am of course willing that theobligation of the Provincial Government in this respect should be
made more binding, if possible, if you think it necessary.

The second objection is that the sth Resolution requires that theProvince should provide for any
compensation to natives in money that may be awarded by the Compensation Court, under the " New
Zealand Zealand Settlements Act,"

The Province is prepared to pay any such compensation as arranged, and dueprovision has been
made to do so. But Idonot understand that such a provision is theproper subject of aRegulation
for the sale of land, nor that there isany powerto makeit. But I apprehendthat there is somemistake,
us I do not see that there is, as you state, such a provision in the Order in Council, of the 16thMay,
1865, but there is one that land may be set apart for compensation to persons entitled to, and in lieu
of money compensation. A similar provision has been omittedin the proposed Regulations, because
it did not appear that the Acts of the Government, now in force, authorise such a Regulation to be
made.

You state that the Regulations proposedrevoke theRegulations of the 16th Mayf 1865. Iassume
from your letter that you consider the latter to be in force, notwithstanding the effect of the " New
Zealand Settlements Amendment and Continuance Act, 1865." This being so, I propose,
on the part of the Provincial Government, that the second section be omitted from the Regulations
transmittedby me. This will obviate the objection to which you refer, and will enable me to do
partiallywhat is required, by offering land for sale with the Regulations of the 10th May.

The third objection is that the Regulations donot recognize the liabilities referred to in the Reso-
lutions of the House of Representatives. It appears to me that I have altogether taken a different
view of the object for which Regulations are to be issued fromthat heldby yourself. AsIunderstand
the matter it is this. The House of Representatives passed certain resolutions, declaring that it was
expedient that the confiscated lands shouldbe transferred, on certainconditions, to Provincial adminis-
tration. The Governmentacts on these Resolutions, offers to make the transfer, and that is formally
acceptedby the Superintendent andProvincial Council. Ido not understand that anything further is
necessary, and certainly, if it is, I do not see that it is eitherrelevant or possible to do what is required
by Land Regulations madeinpursuance of oneof theResolutions. I look uponthe Resolutionsand their
acceptance as abinding contract between the General and Provincial Governments, andthat nofurther
validity can be given to it exceptby an Act of the General Assembly. I am, however, on the part of
the Province, quite ready to agree to anything that the General Government require, either in Land
Regulations or elsewhere, which they consider will have the effect of rendering the contract more
binding.

The fourth objection is that theproposed Regulations require that the money arising from land
sales shall be paid to the Provincial Treasurer instead of the Colonial Treasurer. This was clearly an
oversight, though substantially right, it is technically wrong. I propose throughout to substitute
Colonial Treasurer for Provincial Treasurer, as I foresee no difficultyin the adjustment of the accounts.

The fifth objection is that too much power is given to the Waste Lands Commissioner, by placing
in his hands an absolute discretion as to the amount each purchaser is to be allowed for expenseof
survey. This appears to me rather a matter for the consideration of the Provincial than the
General Government, but I do not object to a limit of 2s. 6d. an acre, if it is desired.

I hope that you willnot see any further difficulties in the way of issuing theRegulations as soon
as His Excellency's return to Wellington will enable you to do so.

I have, &c,
F. Whitakee,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Superintendent.

No. 19.
(No. 128.) Copy of a Letter from the iion. c. w. Stafford to ins honor f. wiiitaker.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 9th April, 1866.
Referring to previous correspondenceon the subject of Land Regulations for certain lands

proclaimed under the "New Zealand Settlements Act " in theProvince of Auckland, I have to inform
your Honor that the draft Regulations forwarded by you will, with some slight alterations, be
approved in Executive Council, and forwarded, without delay, to His Excellency the Governor for
signature and for confirmation.

I have, &c,
His Honor the Superintendent, Auckland. E. W. Staffoe».

15OF THE CONFISCATED LANDS.



A.—No. 2.

No. 20.
(No. 143.) Copy of a Letter from the hon. c. w. Stafford to his honor r. whitaker.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 19th April, 18CG.
Referring1 to previous correspondence on the subject of the proposed Regulations for the disposal

of the confiscated lands in the Province of Auckland, I have to state that, from want of sufficient infor-
mation at present, it is very difficult to frame such amendments in the Regulations as will enable the
promises of the Government, in respect of the lands of loyal natives and others, to be satisfactorily
secured from possible infringement.

As some delay, owing to the Governor's absence from Wellington, must necessarily occur in passing
Orders in Council for the disposal of these lands, and as besides the difficulties to which I have adverted,
there are probably many amendments required, which can only be given effect to by legislation next
session, now soon to take place, I would suggest to your Honor whether the proposed Regulations should
not for the present be limited to those particular blocks of land, with respect to which no embarrassment
of the kind referred to could arise.

Should your Honor concur with this suggestion, I have to request you to be good enough, after
perusing correspondence on this subject addressed to you and to your predecessor as Government. Agent,
and after consultation with him and the Judges of the Compensation Court, to specify the blocks tq
which you think the Regulations could be safely applied.

I have, &c,
His Honor the Superintendent, Auckland. E. W. Stafford.

No. 21.
Copy of a Letter from his honor f. whitaker to the hon. c. w. staffokd.

Sik,— Superintendent's Office, Auckland, 17th May, 1866.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19thof April last, on the sub-

ject of the Regulationsproposed by myself and the Provincial Council for the sale of lands within the con-
fiscated territory in this Province.

As you suggest, I have consulted with the Judges of the Compensation Court, and theyare of
opinion that it might be veryembarrassing to them, in the exercise of their judicial functions hereafter,
if tkey wereto express an extra judicialopinion on the subject referred to.

With regard to my own opinion, it clearly is that it is impossible to frame any amendmentwhich
will satisfactorily provide against any possible infringement of the provision madeby the Government, in
respect of the lands of the loyalnatives andothers, and at the same timeleave the Regulations in a usefuland
workable state. I feel sure that the only safeguard against such infringement will be a careful and judi-
cious administrationof the Land Sale laws, whatever they maybe, and that the Government will hate to
rely on this, and not on any rules which can be laid down. The "«NewZealand Settlements Act
Amendment and Continuance Act " is very defective, and will require extensive amendments to enable
the Government to meet a large number of cases which have occurred, and have to be dealt with.

With regard to amendmentsproposed to be made in the Regulations by the General Government, I
have to observe I could not possibly express assent to any of an essential character withoutfirst obtain-
ing the concurrence of the Provincial Council, who have with myself a jointpower of recommendation
under the Resolutions of the House.

I have, &c,
Fredk. Whitaker,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Superintendent.

No. 22.
Copy of aLetter from the hon. c. w. Stafford to his honor f. whitaker.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 38th May, 18GG.
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Honor's letter of the 17th instant, onthe subject of the

proposed Regulations for the disposal of the confiscated lands in the Province of Auckland.
As your Honor is unable to assent to any amendments of an essentialkind in these Regulation

without first obtaining the concurrence of theProvincial Council, and as furtherLegislation wouid appear
to be requisite to meet contingencies not sufficiently provided for by the existing laws, I would suggest
to your Honor that the better course would be to suspend further action in the matter until tho question
has been further considered and dealt with in the approaching session of the General Assembly which is
now about to meet in a few weeks.

I have, (fee,
His Honor the Superintendent, Auckland. E. "VV. Stafford.
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