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such a Jaw by Regulation. The widepower givenby the " New ZealandSettlements Act, 1863," would
have enabled this to be done, but thesepowerswere destroyedby the 16thsection of the '' NewZealand
Settlements Amendment and Continuance Act, 1865." At the sametime, I of course admit the obli-
gation imposed by the acceptance of the terms proposed by the Resolutions of the House, and due care
is being taken to satisfy all claims of this class, but before the land can be legallyappropriatedand
grants made, it appears to me that further legislationby the General Assembly will be required.

I am of course willing that theobligation of the Provincial Government in this respect should be
made more binding, if possible, if you think it necessary.

The second objection is that the sth Resolution requires that theProvince should provide for any
compensation to natives in money that may be awarded by the Compensation Court, under the " New
Zealand Zealand Settlements Act,"

The Province is prepared to pay any such compensation as arranged, and dueprovision has been
made to do so. But Idonot understand that such a provision is theproper subject of aRegulation
for the sale of land, nor that there isany powerto makeit. But I apprehendthat there is somemistake,
us I do not see that there is, as you state, such a provision in the Order in Council, of the 16thMay,
1865, but there is one that land may be set apart for compensation to persons entitled to, and in lieu
of money compensation. A similar provision has been omittedin the proposed Regulations, because
it did not appear that the Acts of the Government, now in force, authorise such a Regulation to be
made.

You state that the Regulations proposedrevoke theRegulations of the 16th Mayf 1865. Iassume
from your letter that you consider the latter to be in force, notwithstanding the effect of the " New
Zealand Settlements Amendment and Continuance Act, 1865." This being so, I propose,
on the part of the Provincial Government, that the second section be omitted from the Regulations
transmittedby me. This will obviate the objection to which you refer, and will enable me to do
partiallywhat is required, by offering land for sale with the Regulations of the 10th May.

The third objection is that the Regulations donot recognize the liabilities referred to in the Reso-
lutions of the House of Representatives. It appears to me that I have altogether taken a different
view of the object for which Regulations are to be issued fromthat heldby yourself. AsIunderstand
the matter it is this. The House of Representatives passed certain resolutions, declaring that it was
expedient that the confiscated lands shouldbe transferred, on certainconditions, to Provincial adminis-
tration. The Governmentacts on these Resolutions, offers to make the transfer, and that is formally
acceptedby the Superintendent andProvincial Council. Ido not understand that anything further is
necessary, and certainly, if it is, I do not see that it is eitherrelevant or possible to do what is required
by Land Regulations madeinpursuance of oneof theResolutions. I look uponthe Resolutionsand their
acceptance as abinding contract between the General and Provincial Governments, andthat nofurther
validity can be given to it exceptby an Act of the General Assembly. I am, however, on the part of
the Province, quite ready to agree to anything that the General Government require, either in Land
Regulations or elsewhere, which they consider will have the effect of rendering the contract more
binding.

The fourth objection is that theproposed Regulations require that the money arising from land
sales shall be paid to the Provincial Treasurer instead of the Colonial Treasurer. This was clearly an
oversight, though substantially right, it is technically wrong. I propose throughout to substitute
Colonial Treasurer for Provincial Treasurer, as I foresee no difficultyin the adjustment of the accounts.

The fifth objection is that too much power is given to the Waste Lands Commissioner, by placing
in his hands an absolute discretion as to the amount each purchaser is to be allowed for expenseof
survey. This appears to me rather a matter for the consideration of the Provincial than the
General Government, but I do not object to a limit of 2s. 6d. an acre, if it is desired.

I hope that you willnot see any further difficulties in the way of issuing theRegulations as soon
as His Excellency's return to Wellington will enable you to do so.

I have, &c,
F. Whitakee,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Superintendent.

No. 19.
(No. 128.) Copy of a Letter from the iion. c. w. Stafford to ins honor f. wiiitaker.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 9th April, 1866.
Referring to previous correspondenceon the subject of Land Regulations for certain lands

proclaimed under the "New Zealand Settlements Act " in theProvince of Auckland, I have to inform
your Honor that the draft Regulations forwarded by you will, with some slight alterations, be
approved in Executive Council, and forwarded, without delay, to His Excellency the Governor for
signature and for confirmation.

I have, &c,
His Honor the Superintendent, Auckland. E. W. Staffoe».
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