TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR GEORCE GRTY, K.C.B. ‘9 A.—No.®.

that would have brought me a larger income than the sulary of tne Prime Miuister of New
Zealand. My object in visiting the Colony was to juvestigate for myse!f the questicn, how half-
civilised people ought to bs managed. From my arrival in May, 1860 to my departure in
August, 1863, this was my one employment and pursuit, I spent much time in travelling
among the Maories and acquiring their language. 1 was first invited to take office under the
Guvernment by Colonel Gore Browne in Janunary, 1861, but thougli T had fre quent communica-
tion with him respecting the affairs of the Waikato tribes, I was not actually emploved in an
official capacity till October, 1361, just after the arrival of Sir George Grey. [ was then sent by
the Government tu make & circuit of the Waikato country as Iuspector of schools, and gather
information respecting the temper of the Natives, which was forwarded to the Colonial Office.
Iv November, 1861, [ was appointed Resident Magisirate, and afterwards Commissioner of the
Waikato district, and lived at Te Awemuty ¢ll April, 1863, when I was virtually sjected hy Rewi,
I resigned the office of Commissioner in July, 1363, at the outbreak of the war. though I was
pressed to retain, and might have retained, the office and its emoluments to the present day.
I afterwards, out of personal friendship, acted for a short time as secietary to Mr. Dillon Bell,
the Minister for Native Affuirs, who was at that time suffering from a complaint in bis eyes
that made it injurious for him to read or write. In this capacity, at his request, T accompanied
him to Sydney, with the understanding that I was to be at liberty to proceed thence Lome to
England.

Some time before I left New Zealand, both Mr. Bell and Mr. Domett, the then Premier,
had expressed an intention of putting me into a vacant seat in the Legislative Couscil. While'
we were in Sydney, news arrived that the New Zealand Assembly was to be summoned forth-
with. A letter was thereupon written from Mr. Bell, whp wus anxious that I sheuld return to
New Zealand, to his colleagues in Auckland, about my appoiniment to the Legislative Couneil.
I did unot see the lettar, and I do not know in what terms it was expressed. I was so indifferent
to the result, that when the return wmail brought no answer to Mr. Bell, I sailed for England
without waitiug for a second post. I distinetly stated, however, to Mr. Bell, that if placed in
the Couucil, T would hold no office or place of emolument under the Guvernment, in order to
be in a position to express my independent opinions. I have always suppused that my determi-
nation ou this head prevented Mr. Domett from fulfilling the intention he had expressed, as my
sentiments on Native affairs were very well known in the Guvernment offices in Auckland.

I absolately deny that I ever * was ready to accept the position " specified in the Minis-
terial Memorandum.

My opinions on the Native question in New Zealand have never undergone any abrupt or
radical change. While I was a servant of the Colonial Government, my position imposed a
certain amount of reticence: but 1 never concealed the facts I saw, nor the opiniuns I formed
from my employers, as the records of the Native uffice at Auckland would abundantly prove, -1
severed my connection with the New Zealand Government by my own act and for the express
purpose of giving what publicity I could tu facts aud opinions which I thought should be no
longer concealed.

Iam, &ec,
Sir Frederic Rogers, Bart,, \ J. E. Gorsr.

Under Secretary of State for the Colonies.

15.

(No. 135)
Downing Street, December, 26th, 1864.
Sim,—

"I have the honour o acknowledge the receipt of vour Despatch No. 129, of the 30th of
August, in which you correct a statement in the paper drawu up by Mr.J. E. Gorst, and entitled,
““Observations on the Native Inhabitants of Rangiaowhia and Kihikihi.”

' T have, &e.,

Governor Sir George Grey, K.C.B. Epwarp CaArRDWELL,
&e. &e. &e.
No. 16.
(No, 138)
Downing Street, December 26th, 1864.
S1R,~-
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatches of the numbers and dates noted
11 September, No. 133, in the margin, having reference to various questions more or less
29 " " 12; connected with the state of our refations with the Natives. I
33 October ]143: must refer you to my Despatch of this day’s date, for my views
8 o 144 on such of these matters as it has appeared necessary thatI
8 . » 145, should address you.
I have, &e.,
Governor Sir George Grey, K.C.B.. Epwarp CARDWELL.
&e, &e., &ec.
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