
F.—No. 1.

STATEMENT of the cost of House and Furniture purchased for the Honourable the Premier, with
all other Expenses paid on account of the same.

The first Question consideredby the Committee was as to the advisability of erecting buildings as
residences for Ministers. On motion of Mr. R. Graham, Resolved—

1. That in the opinion of the Committee it is not advisable that the Colony should undertake,
under any circumstances, to buildresidences for Ministers.

Upon the Question of providingand maintaining residences for Ministers, Mr Curtis moved, and
the Question was proposed—

2. That admitting the possibility of qualified men being discouraged from taking office from the
difficulty of their at once obtaining suitable residences at the Seatof Government, it is the opinion of
this Committee that it would be desirable that the Government should at once provide residences for
Ministers by the renting of housesfor a term not exceeding five years, at the expiration of which term
it mayreasonably be expected that no difficulty of obtainingsuitable and sufficient accommodation by
Ministers will be experienced; and that it is the opinion of the Committee that, out of their present
salaries and allowances, Ministers should not be called upon to pay any rent for the occupation or
repairs of suchresidences.

And further, that in the opinion of the Committee no rent should be charged for the occupancy
of the house which has already been purchased, and is now occupied by the Hon. the Premier,
Mr. Weld.

Upon the abovemotion beingput, the following Amendment was moved by Mr. R. Graham:—That this Committee is of opinion, that in voting salaries for Ministers the difficulty of obtaining
suitable house accommodationshouldbe taken into consideration.

And the motion being put, it passed in the Negative.
Then the original Resolution was put and carried.
The Committee then adjourned until Wednesday, the 23rd instant.

Wednesday, 23ed August, 1865.
Present—Mr. Cox, Mr. Curtis, and Mr. R. Graham.
The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.
The report of the Committee embodying the Resolutions oflasi> meeting was read, and upon the

question of its adoption being put, on Motion of Mr. R. Graham, Resolved, that the Committee
adjourn till to-morrow at 11 o'clock. The Clerk being instructed to summons the Committee with
(special reference to the consideration of the Report.

Thuesday, 24th August, 1865.
Present—Mr. Cox, Mr. Stafford, and Mr. Curtis.
The Minutes of tho last meeting were read and confirmed.
On Motion of Mr. Stafford, Ordered, that Resolution 2 adopted on the 17th August, be amended

as follows, that in the second line, instead of the words ''qualified men," the words "some persons" be
substituted; also that after the word "Ministers," the words "who may not have previously resided
there, and who on taking office have been obliged to change their place of residence" be added.

The Resolution as amendedwas adopted.
On motion of Mr. Curtis, Ordered—That a Report, embracing theResolutions passed by the Com-

mittee, be presented to the House by the Chairman.
The Committee then adjourned sine die.
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Cost of House and Land* ... -

Cost of furniture taken with the House,
including cost of valuation -Cost of repairs, additions, and alterations - -

£ s. d.
2,900 0 0

387 14 0
158 2 11

Paid in Treasury Bills bearing
interest at the rate of 6 per
cent, per annum: one moiety

- (£1,450) at one year's date,
due 28th March, 1866, and the
other moiety at two year's date,
due 28th March, 1867.

> Paid in cash.

3,115 1G 11

* The Land measures 2 acres 1rood and 24 perches.
J. Woooward, Assistant Treasurer.

Treasury, Wellington, 16th August, 1S65.
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