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38 PAPERS RELATIVE TO NATIVE AFFAIRS.

“ distriets wanted for settloment,” will exclude the greater portion of the Natives now in arms. It is
true that this may not be of much practical importance, as the Natives generally understood the terms
on which ‘submission will be accepted; but i1t may be hereafter desmirable to embrace an eligible
opportunity of officially announcing the terms upon which the Government are willing to grant peace
to any of those who are in arms against the Queen's authority. It is also to be remembered that His
Excellency’s objection to offering terms for which Natives have not asked, and whom we have not sub-
dued, applies equally to the Waikatos as to others; for although the Waikato country has been con-
quered, the Waikato tribes have neither asked for peace nor have been reduced to submission. a

Ministers are equally anxious as His Execellency to encourago the well disposed of the former in-
habitants of Waikato to return and live there in peace and security, under regulations framed with an
evident view to their future welfare. Ministers are, moreover, extremely anxious that no unnecessary
delay should take place, and they beg respectfully to remind His Excellency that the first step towards
carrying this object into effect is to determine the country that is to be used for the purpose. It has
now for some time rested with His Excellency to express his opinion on the proposition of Ministers
that a line near the Punui River shall be taken for the location of military settlers, with a view to ren-
der the country between that place and Auckland available for the oceupation of European settlers, and
Natives willing to accept terms of submission. The whole operations connected with the location of
settlers and Natives in Waikato are now delayed awaiting His Excellency’s decision. As soon as this
question of a line of protecting posts is determined, Ministers arc prepared at once to proceed to carry
into effect the legislation of the last scssion of the Assembly, by proclaiming districts under the New
Zealand Scttlements Act.

Ministers cannot but observe that Ilis Excellency sces \bjections and difficulties which do not-
appear to strike the Natives, or opposc obstacles to their accepting terms of submission offered by the’
Government. It is quite new to the Ministers that there are Natives without guns who want to come
in, and are forced to remain with the rebels, and to continue dangerous characters, because they have
no guns to give up. Ministers would have thought that these men, if they desired to submit, would
have profited by example, for about one half of those who have given in their submission in -Waikato
have been accepted, though they brought no guns with them. It must also be borne in mind that only
those who have been fighting are required to give up their arms, which it does not appear unreasonable
to assume that they must possess. Attempts will doubtless be made by many who have arms to evade
giving them up, and this practice will be more or less followed as it is found to be suecessful, or other-
wise:  Care and eaution are no doubt requisite to avoid the evils which would result either from too
great stringency on the one hand or too easy a lenity on the other.

Bat for His Excellency’s observation “ that he does not sce the ends the Government propose to
“ gain,” Ministers would not have considered any explanation on that subject to be necessary. The
policy which Ministers declared on taking Office, the ends they proposed, and the means by which those
ends were to be attained, are the same now as then. Ministers have as yet seen no cause to change the
views they then held, and they have not at present the slightest intentiop of doing so. Moreover they
are not aware that they have said, written, or done anything which can be fairly construed into a de-
parture from that which was affirmed by a large majority of the General Assembly. “If we have now
“hardly troops enough to hold that which we have got possession of,”" the responsibility does not rest
with Ministers ; they did not propose the line of postr now occupied ; it was proposed to them by His
Excellency, on the suggestion of General Cameron.  Ministers, however, feel that it is but fair to add -
that the line now occupied as the frontier is simply that which the emergencies of the campaign have,
imposed. The Maoris have fought Her Majesty’s forces up to that line, making determined resistance,
at a succession of strong posts. They have been driven from these, leaving Her Majesty’s Forces in

ossession of the country of which the line referred to is the frontier. Fortunately, it happens to be
mn the opinion of Ministers, confirmed by General Cameron, the very best line which could be taken
with a view to the permanent occupation of the country.

Ministers regret that His Excellency should be of opinion that “wo are yet doing that which tho
“ Governor fears will bring new encmies on us, and embarrass us in other quarters, without, at the same
“time, being just and necessary in principle;” but Ministers must, at the same time, be permiited,
most respectiully tostate that they are quite at a loss to understand to what acts His Excellency rofers
in the passage just quoted from his Memorandum.

FrEpk. WHITAKER.

Auckland,

6th May. 186t

No. 11.
MEMORANDIM by the GoveERrNOR.

The Governor Las received His Responsible Advisces’ Momorandum of yesterday's date,
in reply to his Memorandum of the 3rd, on the subject of the Proclamation, which acting under their
advice he had signed on the 30th April, 1864, but which had not been issued, and which 1t is not now
intended to issue.

The Governor has for several months past never varied in his opinion, and has always maintained
in speaking on the subject, that the course of proceedings he advocated in his Memorandum of the 3rd
of May was an advisable one, whilst it carried out strictly the Legislation of the General Assembly.
He is glad, therefore, that by writing that Memorandum he has removed from the mind of his Ministers
the impression that their Proclamation was in strict conformity with his views. The alterations made
in it beforte he signcd it, were in his belief absolutely necessary, but he always thought that his own
plan was the preferablo one. To meet the wishes of his advisers he signed the Proclamation, but he
folt it due to himsclf, to place his own views on record. If these views have no weight, they cannot
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