E.—No. 16.

RETURN OF EUROPEANS

IN THE

OCCUPATION OF NATIVE LAND IN THE NORTHERN ISLAND

OF NEW ZEALAND,

[Return to an Order of the House of Representatives, dated July 28tk, 1862,]

 That there be laid upon the table of this House, a ¢ Return of all Europeans known to be in
occupation of Native Land in each Province of the North Island, specifying as minutely
as may be practicable the year when such occupation began, the quantity of Land held by
each individual, the Tribe it belongs to, the character of the tenure (whether by sufferance
or by positive lease or agreement), the amount of rent or other consideration given, the
value of the stock or other property possessed by each occupant, the number of his family,
and his trade or profession ; together with a Statement of all Prosecutions instituted by
Government under the provisions of the Native Land Purchase Ordinance.””

(Mr. Jollie.)

AUCKLAND.

1863.






RETURN

EUROPEANS IN THE OCCUPATION OF NATIVE LAND.

THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL TO THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Registrar-General's Office,
Auckland, Nov. 5th, 1863.
Sir,—
I have the honor to forward herewith a Return containing so much as it has been prac-
ticable to obtain of the information respecting Europeans in occupation of Native land in the
North Island, which was required by an Order of the House of Representatives dated the 28th of
July, 1862.

In conformity with your instructions, in a minute on the Order (enclosed herewith), I imme-
diately communicated with the Acting Native Secretary, who addressed a letter to the several
Resident Magistrates in the Island, enclosing copy of the Extract from the journals of the House of
Representatives, and requesting that the information called for may be supplied with as little delay
as possible. We also had forms printed and transmitted to the Resident Magistrates with a view of
obtaining in the way most easy to the persons affording the information—as well as most intelli-
gible and adapted for compilation—the various particulars specified in the Order. One of these
forms is also enclosed herewith.

I presume it is not expected that the Return (if procurable at all) could be ready before the
close of the last sessiou. TIn point of fact, some of the replies to the circulars to Resident Magis-
trates were mnot received till long after its termination. It has now, however, been prepared by an
extra clerk employed in this office, under my supervision, for the purpose ; and so far as compilation
and copying are comcerned, is, 1 belicve, quite correct, Mr. Halse having examined it to ascertain
that the Maori names ure given accurately.

1t will be seen that from a considerable number of districts information, more or less complete,
has been supplied.  The districts from which none has been forwarded are specified in the margin.

With respeet to the part of the Order calling for “a statement of all prosecutions instituted
by Government under the provisions of the Native Land Purchase Ordinance,” the Resident
Magistrate at New Plymouth has given particulars of certain cases (sec page 15 of Return).
The Magistrates at Auckland, Waimate, and Hussell have respectively stated that no such
prosecutions have been instituted in their districts. From the other districts no other information
on this point of the subject has been given. At first T thought that the whole of this information
might be obtained from the Attorney-Generals office, but on enquiry I find that it is not to be
found there.

An appendix to the Return contains copies of the letters received from Resident Magistrates,
except where they were mercly formal transmissions of their returns.

I have, &c.,
Joan B. BENNETT,
Registrar-Generag
The Houn, the Colonial Secretary, Auckland.

E.-—-No 16.

Mongonui.
Auckland.
Wanganui.
Wellington
Manawatu.
Wairarapa.
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APPENDIX A.

LETTER FROM THOMAS BECKHAM, ESQ.,, RESIDENT MAGISTRATE, AUCKLAND.

Resident Magistrate’s Court,
Auckland, 22nd August, 1862.
SiR,—

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of a letter (No. 598) from Mr. H. Halse,
¢« Acting Native Secretary,” forwarding copy of an Extract from the journals of the House of
Representatives, by divection of the Native Minister, calling for “ Return of all Europeans” in
occupation of native land in the < Northern Island of New Zealand,” and in reply beg to state
that T have no means of ascertaining the particulars required by the first part of the Order, and to
suggest for your consideration the expediency of applying to the Commissioner of Crown Lands and
the Registrar-General, who compiles the Census Returns, and are, I believe, the proper source from
whence the information sought can be obtained.

As to the latter part, there have not been any prosecutions instituted Dy Government under
the provisions of the “ Native Land Purchase Ordinance” in this Court.
T have, &c.,
TuoMAs BECKHAM,
Resident Magistrate.

The Hon. the Attorney-General.

APPENDIX B.

EXTRACT FROM LETTER OF R. H, MACGREGOR, ESQ., RESIDENT MAGISTRATE, RAGLAN.

Mur. George Charlton, of Kawhia, who holds, T believe, under a native title, declines to fill up
a Return, because, he says, if the land does not belong to him it belongs to Government.

APPENDIX C.

LETTER FROM G, 8. COOPKR, ESQ., RESIDENT MAGISTRATE, WAIPUKUHRAU.

Waipukurau, December 31st, 1862,
Str,—-

In obedience to the instructions of His Excellency’s Government, conveyed to me in your
circular letter of the 7th of Angust last, I have the honor to enclose a return compiled from the
replies of such occupants as answeved my queries—of Europeans in occupation of . native lands in
the Hundred of Waipukurau.

This return is not so complete as 1 could wishy, though more so than I was at first induced to
hope for ; fewer persons having refused the information, and those who gave it having given it
much more fully than I had anticipated. '

I believe the correctness of the return, as far as it goes, may be relied upou.

I also enclose a vetwrn of the names of persons who, having been written to, have refused to
reply.

I have, &ec.,
. G. 8. Coorkr,
Resident Magistrate.

The Native Necretary, &e., Anckland.

Return of names of individuals in the Hundred of Waipukurau who, being believed to be in
occupation of native land, were written to for information and have not replied to the circulars :—

Canning, John Davis, Porangahau.

Hargrave, William Frederic, Waimarama.

Knight, John, Porangahau.

Ormond, John Davies, Porangahau.

St. Hill, Henry, Porangahau.

G. 8. Coorer, R.M

December 31st, 1862. -
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APPENDIX D.

LETTER FROM WALTER BULLER, ESQ., RESIDENT MAGISTRATE, MANAWATU.

R. M. Office,
Manawatu, October 23rd, 1862.
Sr,—

I have the honor to acknowledge your circular letter of August 7th, enclosing blank
forms, and requesting me to furnish a Return of all Europeans in occupation of native lands in this
district, with particulars thereof, in terms of an Order of the House of Representatives (July 28th,
1862).

%t is a well known fuct that almost the whole of the native land lying between the Manawatu
and Rangitikei rivers is in the occupation of European stockowners, who hold it under lease from
the native owners ; but to get at the particulars asked for by the House is simply impracticable.

It would be ridiculous to attempt it in a district where both the Europeans and natives
concerned would, for obvious reasons, combine to refuse the réquired information.

As I cannot, therefore, hope to furnish a report even approximating to the truth, I trust I
may be allowed to return the forms herewith, and to decline the duty.

T have, &c.,
‘Warter BurLes, R M.

The Native Secretary, Auckland.

APPENDIX E.
LETTER FROM HENRY ST. IlILL, ESQ., BESIDENT MiGISTRATE, WELLINGTON.

Resident Magistrate’s Court,
Wellington, 10th October, 1862.
SIR,—

Adverting to your circular letter (612) of the Tth August last, covering Extract from the
ionrnals of the House of Representatives for a Return of all Europeans known to be in occupation
of native land, and requesting that I would supply the required information in my district, I do
myself the honor to report that I am unable to furnish the particulars set forth in the tabular
statement accompanying your circular.

As far as respects this district, I would remark that there are few Europeans holding native
lands ; but in the Wairarapa and East Coast (Mr. Wardell's district), as well as on the West Coast
(Mr. Buller’s district), there may be found several within this category.

I have, &c.,
Heney St. Hir, RM.

H. Halse, Esq., Acting Native Secretary, A uckland.
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