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No. 1.

CAPTAIN WING TO THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Manukau, 20th October, 1863.
Sir,—
I am very sorry that I should feel compelled to trouble you with this communication,
—but I trust for excuse to the fact that a Committee of the Provincial Council of this
Province have brought up a report which I assert to be entirely erroneous in its essentials, as I can
prove, and which has the effect of being exceedingly injurious to my interest and character as a
subordinate officer in the public service.

Now, as I hold my appointment of Pilot of the Manukau from the General Government, T
would respectfully crave leave to appeal to you for justice, if indeed the General Government are not
ulready aware from previous investigations some months ago, that I am not guilty of the neglect of
duty with which I am charged.

My earnest request is that a full and searching investigation of my conduct be instituted ; but
whether this should be at the instance and direction of the General Government, or by petition
from me to the General Assembly, under the Regulations regarding Private Grievances, I am not
aware, but will gladly abide by your wishes or instructions.

In order to show in some degree the nature of the evidence relied upon by the Committee of
the Provincial Council, I may be permitted to say that some only of my letters to the late Superin-
tendent were before the Committee, and my conversations with that functionary, having important
relation to the corvespondence, were not taken iuto account. Also, that the sole evidence of the
signalman, who understands the English language but very imperfectly, as to my having abundant
means at my command to launch the life-boat, &c., is considered sufficient to condemn me, while I
am not permitted to bring forward the counter evidence of men of known capacity for Jjudging in
such matters, such as Captains and Commanders in the Royal Navy, and Masters and otlers in the
Mercantile Marine Service, but was told to make reply only to the questions put to me,

In the hope that you will give the above your consideration, and at your leisure kindly point
out to me what is best to be done under the circumstances,

T have, &c.,
TromMas Wing,
Pilot for the Manukau.

The Honorable the Colonial Secretary,

Auckland,

No. 2.
THE UNDER-SECRETARY TO CAPTAIN WING.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Auckland, 4th December, 1863.
Sir,—

’ I am directed by M. Fox to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th October
lust, relative to a Report of a Committee of the Provincial Council of Auckland, impugning your
conduct as Pilot at Manukau, and, in reply, to state that youc explanations should be addressed to
Lis Honov the Superintendent of the Province of Auckland, under whose control you are, and by
whom the matter to which you refer was submitted to the Provincial Council,

I have, &e.,,
Capt. Wing, W. GisBorxE,
Pilot, Manukau. Under-Secretary.
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No. 3.
THE HONORABLE THE 'COLONIAL SECRETARY TO THE SUPERINTENDENT OF AUCKLAND,

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Auckland, 30th October, 1863.
Sir,—

With reference to former correspondence relating to the conduct of the Pilot of the
Manukau, I have the honor to transmit to you the enclosed eopy of « letter from Captain Wing, the
Pilot, and to request your Honor to be good enough to forward the Report and Evidence of the
Provincial Council to this office,

T have, &e.,
WiLLiam Fox,
His Honor the Superintendent,
Auckland.

No. 4.

THE SUPERINTENDENT OF AUCKLAND TO THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Superintendent’s Office,
Auckland, 27th Nov., 1863,
Sir,—

In compliance with the request contained in your letter, No. 428, of date 30th October
ultimo, I have the honor to forward enclosed copy of the report and evidence presented to the
Provincial Council by the Committee appointed to investigate into the conduct of the Pilot of
Manukau.

T have, &e.,
RoBERT GRrAHAY,
Superintendent.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Auckland.

Enclosure in No. 4.

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNALS OF THE AUCKLAND PROVINCIAL COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1lsT, 1863

Manukau Harbour Committee. — On motion of Dr. Pollen, ordered, That the Documents
relative to the Manukau Harbour, laid on the table by the Provincial Secretary, be referred to a
Select Committee, to consist of Mr. Daldy, Mr. Harrop, Mr. J. O’Neill, Mr. Rattray, Mr. Ridings,
Mr. Rowe, and the Mover, and that it be an Instruction to the Committee to consider the docu.
ments transmitted to the Council in its last Session, with the Message No. 18 of his Honor the
Superintendent, as well as the evidence taken by the Select Committee appointed on the 11th March
last, and to enquire and report generally as to the efficiency of the Pilot Department up to the time
.of the wreck of H.M.8. “ Orpheus,” and specially in relation to the conduct of the Officers of the

Department on that occasion.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER l5TH, 1863.

Manukaw Harbour Committee Report—Mr. Daldy brought up a Report from the Manukau

" Harbour Committee, and the same was received, read, and ordered to be priuted, together with the

proceedings of the Committee, and minutes of evidence taken in the present and preceding Session.

REPORT OF THE MANUKAU HARBOUR COMMITTEE.

The Select Committee appointed by the Provincial Council on the 1st October instant, to whom
was referred “The correspondence with the Colomial Secretary, relative to the Despatch of his
Grace the Duke of Newcastle, concerning the loss of H.M.S. * Orpheus,’ ” with instruction to con-
sider the documents,—narely, “All correspondence that has passed with the Harbour Master and
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Pilot of Manukau, relative to the wreck of H.M.S, ¢ Orpheus,” transmitted to the Council in its last
Session, with the Message No. 18 of his Honor the Superintendent,” present to the Council the
minutes of evidence taken in prosecution of the enquiry committed to them, and report that they
have agreed to the following resolutions :—

1. In the opinion of this Committee, the late Provincial Government, during the period from
the year 1838 to the close of the year 1862 inclusively, has shown an earnest desire to improve the
Harbour of Manukau, and by providing amply for the wants of the Pilot Establishment, to secure
the safety and convenience of vessels at that Port.

2. That in reference to the allegations made by the Pilot, Mr. Wing, which are the subject of
the Despatch of his Grace the Duke of Newecastle, no blame can be attached to the late Provincial
Government. Reviewing the whole of the evidence taken ou the subject of the wreck of H.M.S.
“ Orpheus,” this Committee find nothing to justify Mr. Wing for having made such an allegation as
the following :—“T feel it my duty to say that had the late Provincial Government supplied the
necessary requirements of the Pilot Station, many valuable lives would in all probability have been
saved on that occasion.”

3. The “ necessary requirements ” stated to have been unsupplied, are specified in the evidence
of Mr. Wing, as being—1st, Marryatt’s Code of Signals, and 2Znd, Launching Ways for the Life
Boat—and in reference thevcto it is resolved that the Committee find that the use of flags for the
purpose of making signals at the Manukau Pilot Station was discontinued in the year 1861, at the
instance of the Pilot and Harbour Master, Mr. Wing, and a Code of Signals, to be made by means
of squares, a ball, and telegraph arms substituted ; that the evidence of the signal man, Hugh Evans,
shows that in a period of three years Mairyatt’s Code, which was kept at the station, had not once
been used ; and that, when Mr. Wing, in his letter of date 22nd of J. anuary, 1862, reported to the
Superintendent that the flags of Marryatt's Code which were at the station had become * rotten,”
he made no requisition for a new Code, but suggested that,—“If the same is to be replaced with
new ones, the New Commercial Code should be adopted ;” and the Committee find that in the
Estimate of Expenditure for the Pilot Service of Manukau for the year 1862, which was forwarded
to the Superintendent by Mr. Wing on the 22nd January, 1862, no item for the cost of the new
Code appears. 2nd, That the state of inefficiency in which the Life Boat was found—without sails
or oars, and bottom upwards, in a cave—ou the occasion of the wreck of H.M.S, « Orpheus,” is, in
the opinion of this Committee, proof of highly culpable negligence on the part of the Pilot and
Harbour Master, Mr. Wing ; the evidence of the signal man, Hugh Evans, showing that it was in
the power of Mr. Wing, with the means at his disposal, always to have kept the Life Boat ready for
immediate service ; and the evidence of the late Provincial Treasurer showing that the Government
had no reason to believe that the boat was not so kept.

4. That the person whe was on duty at the signal station at the time of the wreck of FL.M.S.
“ Qrpheus,” was not the Signal-man duly appointed by the late Provincial Government ; that the
Committee find that the Signal-man, Hugh Evans, received leave of absence from the station for six
weeks, about the close of the year 1861, and that a young man, the son of the Pilot, Mr. Wing, was
permitted, at the request of Mr. Evans, and with Mr. Wing’s consent, to act as substitute for Evans
during the term of his leave ; that Evans did not return to the station when his leave expired ;
that he informed the Pilot, Mr. Wing, by letter from Otago that it was not his intention to return 5
that Mr. Wing did not report this fact to the Provincial Government, but allowed his son to con.
tinue to draw pay as acting Signal-man, and that it appears from the evidence of the Provincial
Treasurer, that neither the Superintendent of the Provinee, nor himself (the Treasurer) was aware
at the time, at the close of the year 1862, when they ceased respectively to hold office, that the Signal-
man, Hugh Evans, was not on duty at the Pilot Station,

WiLLiay C. Darpy,
Chairman,
Provincial Council Chamber,
October 15th, 1863.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

TvEspay, 61H OcroBER, 1863,

Members present :
Mr. Daldy, Dr. Pollen,
Mr. J. O’Neill, Mr. Ridings,
Mr. Daldy was called to the Chair.
Proceedings and Minutes of Evidence of the Committee of last session read ; also the correspon-
dence transmitted with Message No. 18.

Captain Wing, the Harbour Master and Pilot of Manukau, examined.
Ordered, That Hugh Evans, the Signalman at Manukau, be summoned to attend on Thursday

next.
Adjourned to Thursday, at 12 o’clock.
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Tavrspay, 8TH OcToBER, 1863.

Members present :

Mr. J. O'Neill, | Dr. Pollen.
Mr. Daldy (Chairman).

Hugh Evans not being iu attendance, Committee adjourned to to-morrow (Friday), at 10
o'clock.

Fripay, 9t OctoBER, 1863.

Members preseat :

Mr. Harrop, Dr. Pollen,
Mz, J. O’ Neill, Mr. Ridings,

Mr. Daldy (Chairman).
Hugh Evans examined.
Ordered, That Captain Wing be summoned for re-examination.

Moxpay, 12rH OcroBer, 1863.

Members present :
Mr. Harrop, Mr. Rattray,
My, J. O'Neill, Mr. Ridings,
Dr. Pollen,
Mr. Daldy (Chairmau).
Captain Wing (Lis evidence of the Gth instant having been read over to him) examined.,
Adjourned to Wednesday, 14th instant, at 10 o’clock.

WEeDNESDAY, 14TH OcToper, 18G3.

Meinbers pieseit :
Mr. Harrop, Mr. Ridings,
My, J. O'Neill
Mr. Daldy (Chairan).
Dy Pollen, late Provineial Treasurer, examined, -
Ordered, That Mr, Williamson, late Superintendent, be invited to attend.
Adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow.

Tavrspay, 15t OctoBER, 1863,

Members preseit :
M. flarrop, Mr. Ridings,
Mr. J. O'Nedll, Mr. Rowe,
Dr. Pollen, _
Mr. Daldy (Chairman).

Dr. Pollen stated to the Cemmittee that le had informed Mr. Williamson, the late Superin-
tendent, that if he wished to make any statement to the Committee, they would be prepared to hear
it to-day, and that M. Willian=on replied, as follows :—

. Upper Queen-street, Auckland,
Oct., 15th, 1863,

Sir,—

It was not until noon this day that I received your note, inviting me, on behalf of the
Chairman, to attend a meeting of the “ Manukau Harbowr Committee,” to be held at 10 a.m.

May I request that you will have the goodness to couvey to the Committee my thanks for their
courtesy in affording me an opportunity to make any statement I desired velative to the matter under
their consideration ; and at the samne time to inform them that, unless there be some particular
information which they wish me to supply, I would prefer that the Pilot’s statement should be
investigated by the Committee upon evidence which can be supplied by other officers of the Govern- )
ment to which I had the honor to belong, rather than by myself. '

Yours, &e.,
J. M. Haslett, Esq., Clerk of the Committee. J. WILLIAMSON.

Draft Report read, and the several paragraphs having been put seriatim, were severally agreed to
Committee adjomrned till 12 o’clock this day.
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ADJOURNED MEETING.

Members present :
Mr. Harrop, Mr. Ridings,
Dr. Pollen, Mr. Rowe.
Mzr. Daldy (Chairman).
Copy of Report read and adopted.
The Chairman was directed to bring up the Report this day.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE MANUKAU HARBOUR
COMMITTEE.

Tuvespay, Octoser Grm, 1863,
Present : Captain Daldy, in the Chair ; Mr. J. O’Neill, Dr. Pollen, and Mr. Ridings.
CaPraiy Wing examined,

By Dr. Pollen.] I am Pilot and Harbour-Master of Manukauw. I was appointed by Mr.
Williamson (Superintendent). I do not recollect in what year. I was at first paid £150 a year,
and was also allowed the Pilot fees. This was altered about two years since. The Pilot fees were
taken from me, and £50 added to my salary. I complained to Mr. Williamson that my salary was
swallowed up by expenses incurred at Onehunga during my attendance there upon vessels. I was
on that account dissatisfied. I do not recollect the date of Evans' leaving the Station. He left
upon leave granted by official letter. I know no reason for his leaving. When he left, his place
was filled by my son. T did not apply for the appointment for my son; but Evans applied for
leave to put a substitute in his place during his absence. I approved of the appointment. I should
think the Buperintendent was aware of the appointment. I sent it to Mr. Williamson, but did not
write officially. Evaus asked for six weeks' leave of absence. When the time was expired Evans
did not retwrn. I did not report this to the Superintendent officially, but I mentioned it in con-
versation. I did not report Evans absent, because he had written to me to keep the place open
tor him, and I therefove expected him to return.

Q. Did you make any report to the Supetintendeut between the time of the expiration of
Evany's leave und the wreck of the “ Orpheus” that he had not returned to his duty ¢

A. T do not recollect that I did. The requirements applied for by me and not supplied by the
Provincial Government were Marryatt’s Signals and the means necessary for launching the life-boat.
I had not been in the habit of using flags for signals, except Captain Drury’s pennants, as in his
divections. I have been in the habit of using an old code of flag signals. I recommended a change
of signals—the disuse of flags. I consider flag signals to be useless to ships in the offing ; they are
always too much “end on.”  The plan of a new code of signals was suggested by me to the Provineial
Government, and the code was afterwards prepared by me from materials supplied by the Provineial
Government. The Government supplied all that was rvequired. I considered the new code to be
sufficient at that time. That code of signals was in good working order at the time of the wreck of
the “Ovpheus.”  Flags formed no pavt of that code ; nevertheless at the time the new code was
adopted I recommended that Marryatt's Signals should be kept for the purpose of signalling vessels
passing the Pilot Station, although they would be of no use in signalling vessels outside. I made
this recommendation verbally to Mr. Williamson. Dr. Pollen was present. I never made that
recommendation in writing ; but when the flags were worn out, T reported that officially in writing
to Mr. Williamson, mentioning at the same time that, if T were to be supplied with new signals, T
would recommend that the new Commereial Code should be supplied.  To this report T received no
reply. I bave a copy of that report.

Q. Could the Signal-man have informed you when in the ¢ Wonga Wonga™ by means of the
new code that there was a vessel on the Bar?

A. He could not. There is no danger signal in that code. There is a signal to a vessel passing

" to come to anchor. He could have made that signal, but he did not. I know that signal. If he
had made it, I could not have compelled the Master to bring his ship to an anchor, nor should I
have understood it.  There was no appearance of any danger to us on board the “ Wonga Wonga.”
The other requirement not supplied was the ways for launching the life-boat. T made official appli-
cation for a carpenter and waterial to construct it. T received no reply. I have four men at the
Station besides the Signal-man. The men are constantly at work when at the Station in improving
the place. There is timber at the Station, but some way off. I could not make the ways without
assistance.  Two or three vessels a month generally came into the Port of Manukau, Piloting those

D.—No. 1s.
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vessels and improving the place was my business. I had not the material necessary for the ways. I
had time, if I had had the materials and a carpenter. I made no written application for a erew for
the life-boat. There were a number of buoys provided for marking the inner channel of the Harbour.
They were left at Onehunga for some time. They remained there only a few days after I received
instructions to lay them down. .

Q. Were you not told that you would not be allowed either pay or supplies until they were put
down ?

A. T was not.

By the Chairman.]  Supposing the ways had been in good order, could the crew have launched
the life-boat ?

A. If they had been properly fitted they could.

By Mr. J. O Neill.] Was it usual for you to communicate with the Government in writing ?

A. Yes; still T often spoke of things verbally,

By Dr. Pollen.] Were not the requirements for the Station applied for every year by the
Superintendent ¢

A. Yes, and every year I furnished the requivements, I was required to send an estimate of
the salaries and contingencies for the Station for the year.

W. C. Davpy,
— Chairman.
Fripay, OcroBer 9th, 1863,
Present : Captain Daldy, in the Chair ; Mr. Harrop, Mr. J. O’Neill, Dr. Pollen, Mr. Ridings.
Hvuer Evans examined.

By Dr. Pollen.] T am asailor. Iam now acting as Assistant Pilot and Signal-man at the
Manukau Station. I was appointed signal-man about five years since. I acted for three years,
and then (about two years ago) I asked for leave ot absence for six weeks. Capt. Wing gave me a
letter to take to the Superintendent. I brought an answer back, and then I left. I did not ask
Captain Wing to write that letter, I wanted to visit Otago. I had leave for six weeks, but I re-
mained away about twelve months. When I found I could not return in time, I wrote to Captain
Wing. T heard at Otago that the Pilot fees were stopped, and I therefore wrote to Captain Wing
to say that I could do better at Otago, but that T would come back soon. I do not write myself ;
the letter was written by a fiiend. I returned to Auckland about twelve months since. T did not
report myself to Captain Wing, nor offer to resume my place. Captain Wing was aware that I had
returned.  When I left, the old code of signals was in use, but not all in good order. The flag used
with the balls was in good order. We also had Marryatt’s Code of Signals ; they were complete, but
some of them in bad order. It was about a year or a little move after I left that the Orpheus was
wrecked. Flag signals were found of very little use at that Station, because the prevailing wind is
from the West, blowing straight into the harbour, which caused the flags to be too much “end on.”
Whilst T was there, I was always able to make the signals,

By Mr. Ridings.] I never used the flag signals. I have seen them used by Captain Lewis.
They were never used after the ball signals were adopted.

By Mr. Harrop.] On the day the Orpheus was wrecked it was clear weather, and the signals
could have been seen about twelve miles by vessels coming from the North.

By the Chairman.] I was signal-man about three years under Captain Wing. During that
time I had no private signals. There were no danger signals arranged with the Pilot to intimate
to him a vessel in danger.

By Dr. Pollen.] During all those three years was Marryatt's Code of Signals ever used ?

A. Never

Q. Were you at the Station when the life-boat was sent there ?

A. Yes, I brought it down from Onehunga.

Q. What was done with the boat ?

A. It was put into a shed, about twenty feet beyond high water mark. There would have
been no difficulty in making rough launching-ways from the shed to launch the boat. There is
plenty of timber close to the Station. The ways could have been made by Captain Wing with the
hands he had, and the boat launched easily. Before I left, I shifted the boat into a cave, close to
high water mark, I did so because the sand drifted around the shed, and caused it to rot. At the
time of the wreck, the boat was in the cave, bottom up. She might have been easily launched from
the cave, because it is close to the water, where it is deep, and no ways are necessary. The boat
had sails and oars, but they have been used for the whaleboat.

By the Chairman.] 1 resumed my duties as Assistant Pilot and Signal-man about six months
ago. It was about six weeks after the wreck of the “ Orpheus.”

WiLuiay C. Davpy,
Chairman.

Moxpay, OcroBer 121w, 1863
Present : Captain Daldy, in the Chair; Mr. Harrop, Mr. J. O'Neill, Dr. Pollen, Captain
Rattray, Mr. Ridings.
CapralN WiNG examined.

By the Chairman.] I wish to add a few words in explanation of my former evidence. I was
appointed Pilot by Governor Browne, and Harbour Master by Mr. Williamson. My salary was
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increased to £200 a year, with fees, and then altered to £250, without fees. Evans left the Station
14th September, 1861. One steamer and about six small traders came into the port monthly. Some
of the traders require a Pilot, and some do not. I made no application for a crew for the life-boat,
because I was informed there were no funds applicable to that purpose. I put in the following
letters, and copies of letters, and papers, as corroborative of my evidence :—

11th January, 1860—¢ Captain Wing to Superintendent” (copy).

1st September, 1860— Do do do.
13th December, 1860— Do. do. do.
22nd January, 1862— Do. do. do.
30th April, 1862— Do. do. do.
| 3th September, 1862— Do. do. do.
27th November, 1862— Do. “8ir George Grey”—Enclosure—(copy.

12th December, 1862—Mr. Gisborne to Captain Wing” (original.)
26th February, 1863-— Captain Wing to Superintendent’ {copy.)
23rd September, 1863—¢ Captain Renner to Captain Wing” (oviginal.)

I have no recollection of having received any reply, either in writing or verbally, to my letter of the
30th April, 1862, either from the Superintendent, Dr. Pollen, or Mr. R. Lusk. I do not recollect
that Mr. Robert Lusk told me that by the Superintendent’s ovders the requisites applied for in that
letter would not be supplied until the buoys were laid down. All T recollect upon the subject, is
that when the buoys were laying at Onchunga, I met Mr. Williamson there, and he asked me when
I was going to lay them down. I replied, that I was only waiting for his permission to obtain the
mooring chains, and that I had seut him notice of what I required for that purpose. When the
buoys were ordered, the chains were not ordered. When I received authority to get the buoys, I
did not also receive authority to get the chains. I received a letter enquiring what chains would
be required.

By Dr. Pollen.] Gazette produced, publishing Signal Code. This is the Code of Signals re-
commended by me ; they were in use at the time of the wreck of the Orpheus.  Before the “ Wonga
Wonga ” came down to the Heads the signal-man had ceased to make signals to the ship because he
saw the Wonga Wonga coming. The last signal made was the arm prajecting Novth. When the
Wanga Wonga arrived the arm was taken down and the signal No. 6, “Take the South Channel”
was made. This signal was intended for the Wonga Wonga, and should have had a ball upon the
top, but the ball was out of order and could not be hoisted. The ball denotes a vessel leaving the
harbour. The taking down the North arm would indicate to the vessel signalled that she was in a
fairway. If the signal-man had known the “ Orpheus”’ was ashore, he could have signalled the
“Wonga Wonga” to take the North Channel. He did not signal to take that channel. He had been
told by Captain Renner always to signal for the South Channel when that chanuel was practicable.
It was about three hours from the time I left the * Wonga Wonga” before she returned. In the in-
terval, I went up to my house, and took the position of the ¢ Orpheus ;” then I returned to the boat,
and pulled towards the wreck. I did not go to the Signal-Station. When I saw the « Orpheus” was
in danger, I could not signal to the “ Wonga Wonga” inany way which he would have understood to
direct him to return. The Captain would have seen a signal.

By Mr. O'Neill.] 1 had not the permission of the Government to use the oars and sails of the
life-boat for the other boat.

By the Chairman.] At the time of the wreck the life-boat was bottom up in the cave ; she was
tnrned over to preserve her.

WEeDNEsDAY, OcroBer 13tH, 1863,

Present—Mr. Daldy in the Chair; Mr. Harrop, Mr. O'Neill, Mr. Ridings.
Dr. PoLLEN being present, made the following statement :—

I beld the office of Provincial Treasurer for five years, from the year 1857 till the end of 1862.
‘Whilst T held that office, Captain Wing was appointed Harbour Master at the Manukaw His
original salary was £150 per annun together with Pilot Fees. In 1859 his salary was raised to
£200 per year, he still receiving the fees. He had also a free house at the Pilot-station, and the use
of the Government Reserve of Land there situated. Inthe year 1861 an alteration was made, with
the concwrrence of the Provincial Government, in the mode of payment. Fifty pounds a year were
added to his salary, and he was required to pay the Pilot fees collected by him into the Provincial
Treasury. Mr. Wing was very much diseatisfied with this arrangement. An arrangemeunt of a
similar kind was made in the Auckland Harbour Department, in the previous year.

The mouey for the management of the several Pilot and Harbour Establishments of the Pro-
vince is voted annually by the Provincial Council. The vote is made under two heads, viz, Salaries
and Contingencies. Salaries include the pay of the Pilots and Harbour Masters, Signal-men and
Harbour boats crews. The Contingencies include the supplies for the Station, in the shape of rope,
boat repairs, &c., &c., for the Signal Station. I hand in an official statement by the Provincial Aec-
countant, showing the amount voted for Contingencies for the Manukau Harbour for the years 1858
to 1862 inclusive, from which it appears that the actual expenditure by the Provincial Government
was greatly in excess of the sums voted :— .

D.—No. 1.
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RETURN oOF AMOUNTS APPROPRIATED FOR CONTINGENCIES OF THE MANUKAU
HARBOUR, BY THE APPROPRIATION ACTS, FOR THE YEARS 1838 To 1862,
BOTH INCLUSIVE, WITH THE AMOUNTS EXPENDED EACH YEAR.

i
} AMOUNT VOTED. JAMOUNT EXPENDED.

! £ s d £ s d

For the year 1858 ...... ..... e 1’ 480 0 0 1,183 10 6
Do. 1859 . 176 0 0 134 11 8

Do. 186G ..o veviiins E 2006 4 6
Do. 1861 .ovviiiinis vedd 106 0 0 540 19 7

Deo. 1862 v 100 0 0 6219 8

. £8356 0 0 £2,128 5 11

R. B. Lusx,
Provinecial Accountant.

In the early part of the year 1861, the Pilot veported that it was necessary there should be a
new code of signals for the Manukau Harbour, flags which were then employed having been found,
owing to the prevailing winds, and the distance at which signals were obliged to be made to ships
approaching the Harbour, to be perfectly useless. A new code, the one at present in use, was de-
vised by the Pilot himself, approved of by the officer in command of Her Majesty’s Ship on this
station, and established.  Of this code flags form no part, the signals being made by large squares
and balls, and by telegraph arms.  In the vear 1861, a number of buoys were procured for marking
the inner channel of the harbowr. It is within my personal knowledge, as a member of the
Government of the Province, that these buoys lay at Onehunga for several months affer the time
that Mr. Wing, the Pilot, had been instructed to take measures for having them laid down. I my-
self remonstrated with him frequeutly ou Lis neglect in this matter. F inally, in the month of April,
1862, it was found necessary to declare to Captain Wing that until this work of laying down the
buoys was completed by him, he would neither be permitted to incur the expenditure which he then
declared necessary at the Pilot Station, nor vreceive his own salavy. That commnu-
nication was made to him by myself personally, and was also made to him by the Clerk of
Becords, as a memorandum on the Record No, 848-62 will show., The Superintendent bad become
greatly dissatisfied at the general negligence of the Harbour Master and Pilot, and with what ap-
peared to be the extravagance of the expenditure of the Pilot Station, the cost of that single estah-
lishment, in the matter of “ Contingencies,” being aveater than the charge for the whole of the other
Pilot Establishments in the Proviuce under the same head. I have made these statements for the
purpose of showing that in so far as expenditure of money could sceure the cfficiency of the Manukau
Harbour Departwient, the Government were ready to and did actually incur the responsibility of
making a mueh larger expenditure than the votes of the Council authorised. With respect to the
particular charges made by the Harbour Muster against the Government in reference to the wreck
of HLM.S. “Orplicus,” that is to say, having refused to supply Marryatt’s Code of Signals, and having
vefused to make provision forr the launching of the life-boat, I have only to say, as o member of the
Proviucial Exccative of that time, that baviug had before us the facts that flags us the means of
communicating with ships at the Manukau had been disused altogether, and knowiug also that the
Marryatt Code of Signals, which had been formerly supplied, had votted in the pigeonholes in the
signal-house, none having during a period of three yvears been used, it did not appear that there was
any urgent necessity to incur the expenditure for a new code ; neither did the Harbour Master him-
self state that such a code was absolutely required at the Manukau, as in his letter of J. anuary 22nd,
1862, he simply reported the fact that the code (Marryatt's) which he then had was votten and ot
fit for use, and he snggested (I use his own words) “ that if the same is to be replaced, that the new
Comumercial Code should be adopted.” With respeet to the lifsboat, I was under the impression
that she was housed in the manner in which the Harbour Master was instructed to have her housed,
and that means of launching her had been provided. When the boat arrived here, it is within m y
knowledge that she was completely found in every respect, and I heard with surprise that, at the
time of the wreck of the “ Orphens,” the lifeboat was found to be laid bottom upwards in a cave
near the Pilot Station, and that she was provided neither with oars nor sails, those articles having
been used for other purposes from time to time at the Pilot Station. I desire to say that, with
respect to the occurrence on the oceasion of the wreck, it appears to me, atter carefully considering
the evidence given by the Signalman at the inquest on the body of John Pascoe, that, at the
time the “ Wonga Wonga” steamer was passing the Pilot Station, he, the Signal-man, had not
compreliended the position of danger into which the « Orpheus ” had got ; hLe had already ceased
to make signals to that ship, and had hauled down ull the squares. When the “Wonga Wonga”
approached, he made a signal to her to proceed to sea Ly the South Channel. With respect to
the Signal-man himself, I was surprised to find that the pevson, Hugh Evans, who had been
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appointed to that duty in 1858, was not then at the Station, and that his place was filled by a
young man, the son of Captain Wing, about eighteen months before. Leave of absence was granted
to the Signal-man for a period of six weeks, and at the request of Captain Wing his (Captain
Wing’s) son was permitted to act as substitute for a Signal-man during the term of his leave of
absence. No report was made either to the Superintendent, nor was it either in his (the Su.
perintendent’s) knowledge, nor in mine as Provincial Treasurer, that the Signal-man, Hugh
Evans, had not returned to his post, and was not on duty at the close of 1862, when I ceased
to hold office. T may say generally, that we had become $o much dissatisfied with Mr. Wing’s
want of energy and attention to his duties, that if the late Government had remained in office,
it is most probable he would have been removed from his appointment at the close of the year
1862.

By the Chairman.] Had the Provincial Government, during the year 1863, the power of
removing or appointing Pilots ?

A. Technically they had not. The appointment of Pilots was made by the Governor. Practi-
cally, inasmuch as the salary of the Pilot was paid by the Provincial Government, the change
might have been effected. 1 believe that the power of appointing and removing Pilots was, since
the year 1862, vested in the chief Marine Board, appointed under an Act of the General Assembly
of the last Session.

By Mr. Ridings.] Had you any reason to suppose that the Station boat, &c., were in a ruinous
and dilapidated condition {

A. None at all. T may heve state T was aware that Captain Wing had a number of men
under him, who for three-fourths of their time were not on actual duty, and it appeaved to us that
the Btation, under the circumstances, and with the amount of material which was constantly being
supplied, ought to have been in that perfect state of efficiency in which it was always the desire of
the Government to sce it.

By the Chairman.| What caused so large an excess of cxpenditure in 1838 1 .

A. 1t was caused principally by the cost of erecting a new house for the Pilot, on the hill near
the Station ; the cost of that house was about £600. The excess in 1861 was partly caused by
the erection of a new Signal-staff and gear.

Wirniax C. Darpy,
Chairman.

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AND OF THE EVIDENCE TAKEN BY THE
MANUKAU PILOT STATION COMMITTEE, SESSION XV, 1863.

Order Qf R (:ﬂ'l'(‘u(‘(‘.

On the motiou of Dr. Pollen—0rdered : ¢ That Message No. 18 of His Honor the Super-
intendent be referred to a Select Committee, to consist of Mu. Bateman, Mr. Daldy, Mr. King, Mr.
Skeen, and the Mover, with instruction to enquire and repurt generally as to the efficiency of the
Pilot Department of the Harbour of Manukau, and specially in relation to the conduct of that
Department on the occasion of the wreeck of H.M.S.S. ¢ Ovpheus.

PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEE. -

Fripay, Marcw 131H, 1863

Committee met pursuaut to notice.

Present : Mr. Bateman, Mr. Daldy, Mr. King, Mr. Rattray, Mr. Skeen, Dr. Pollen (mover.)

On the motion of Mr. Daldy, Dr. Pollen took the chair.

Mr. Daldy produced correspondence relative to the Manukau Harbowr Pilot Station, of which
the letters numbered as follows were vead :—

No. 93—16th January, 1860, (Captain Wing).
No.  884—30th April, 1862, ditto.
No. 1670-—13th Sept, 1862, ditto.
No. 1671—13th ditto,  ditto, ditto.
No.  480—26th February, 1863, ditto.

Moved by Mr. Daldy—That a letter be written to Captain Wing, vequesting him to attend the
Committee, with bis boat’s crew, ou the first occasion of his visiting Onehunga, and that Captain
Wing be requested to report himself at the Superintendent’s Office ; also a letter to Mr. Evans, late
Signal-man at the Manukau Pilot Station.

Agreed to.

Committee adjourned to Tuesday, 17th instant, at 12 ¢’Clock.

Daxier PoLrex,
Chairman.

D.—No. 1.
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE MANUKAU PILOT STATION
COMMITTEE.

Moxpay, MarcH 23rDp, 1863,

Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present—Mr. Bateman, Mr. King, Mr. Rattray, Mr. Daldy (in chair.)
Minutes of former meeting read and confirmed,

Mr. EvANs in attendance, and examined.

To Chairman.] T left the Pilot Station at the Manukau when the pilotage fees were stopped.
I acted as Second Pilot. No one ever told me I was not to act as such. When T left T had leave
of absence for six weeks. [ acted as Signal-man. I went to Otago, and was longer away than T
expected. When I came back I did not report myself. I had no communication with the Harbour
Master or any one connected with the Government. My pay was £7 a month, and I thonght it too
little to support my wife and family. I never told Captain Wing that I did not intend returning to
my situation. T was never told by any one that I was not required. I never got any pay from the
time of asking leave. T left my situation on the 14th of the month, but was uever paid for that
portion of the month,

To Mr. Bateman.] Mr. Wing’s son acted in my absence. Mr. Wing wrote a note for me to convey
to the Superintendent asking leave for Mr. Wing’s son to actin my absence. The Superintendent gave
me a sealed letter to Mr. Wing in reply. I dow’t know the contents of that letter, 1T thonght the
Station was quite safe in the hand of Mr. Wing’s son, as he had often acted as Signal-man previously.
I think he was quite competent to act as Signal-man. I never heard any complaint against him
My only reason for leaving was that I cousidered £7 a month too little to support my wife and
tamily. I had no other reason for leaving. T was in the situation seven years. No accilent oc-
curred in my time.

To Chairman.] The new signals were not in use when I left. The old signals were in very
bad order. They were all tattered. 1 had to patch them almost every day. There were no danger
signals arranged between me and the Pilot. I could not have told him if a vessel was in danger
outside when he was coming down the Harbour. We had not Marryatt’s signals.

To Mr. King.] My name is Evans. T have been a sailor twelve years. I served my time in a
coasting vessel off Wales. T arrived in this Colony about ten years ago. T was never accustomed to
act as Signal-man until I went to the Manukau. I was at sea all the time from leaving home until T
went to the Manukau. T was coxswain in the boat with Captain Lewis, and appointed Signal-man
after he left. I complained to Mr. Wing that the signals were in bad order. 1 thought there was
a necessity for having signals in the event of Mr. Wing's absence, and I told him so several times,
There was no arrangement between the Harbour Master and me in case any vessel was in danger. I
used to get all the pilotage fees of the vessels T piloted. Mr. Wing’s son had charge of the Pilot
Station when I left. My pay averaged between £10 and £11 a month when I had the pilotage,
including salary. I don’t remember having ever made any complaint to Captain Wing or any other
person connected with the Government. After I went to Otago I got Mr. Graham to write that T
would not return to the situation, for I was not contented with the low rate of wages I had been get-
ting. I never received any answer to that letter. I never received any notifieation that I was not
to go back, nor heard of anyoue being appointed in my place. I never gave any intimation when I
left that T would not return again. I thought my services were not again requirved.

To Chairman.] T have been on the South Head of the Manukau a hundved times. If T had
to plant a Flagstaft at the Manukau Head I would put it on the South Head, because its signals
would be much better seen than they are at present, in consequence of a much higher hill being at
the back of the present Signal Station.

To Mr. Rattray.] The life-boat was never used in my time. No accident occurred during the
time I was there. I think the Head is too far distant from the boat.

To Chairman.] T have often had great difficulty in getting to signal during high tides, often up
to the middle in water.

To Mr. Bateman.] I never heard any complaints of incompetency against young Mr. Wing, I
think him quite competent.

Witness stated, inreply to Captain Wing, that he had never made any arrangement with anyone
about receiving the fourteen days’ pay.

Mr. Evans was thanked for his attendance, and withdrew.

On motion of Mr. King—Ordered, That, in consequence of the absence of the Chairman, it is
desirable to adjourn until Captain Wing reports himself to Mr. O’Rorke, which he was requested to do
on the earliest possible oceasion.

WiLLiam C. Dawpy,
Chairman.




	FURTHER PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE LOSS OF HER MAJESTY'S SHIP "ORPHEUS."
	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables
	Untitled


