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kia ngaro i roto i a teKaraiti; ko to te Karaiti nuinga, kia ngaro i roto i te Atua, "kia katoa ai

te Atua i roto i nga mea katoa." (1 Korin. 15-28.)

Translation.

SERMON bt Bishop Sewto at the Pebia. Meeting, October 26th, 18G2.

" Behold how good and liow pleasant it is for Brethrento dwell together in unity."—Psalm 133, It.
I searched in the Scriptures to see whether God approved of division; I searched in vain from

Hie beginning to the end. The only thing that I saw was, that God approved of unity. It is
Satan who causes division; unity is Christ's. It was for this that Christ came into this world, as
a good shepherd to collect all the scattered sheep that they might be called one flock. Satan's
work, on the contrary, is, to scatter the sheep. (John 10—12.) You have seen this, and have
frequently read this—

"How good ;md how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity."
Now, the men of the different tribes of Waikato, Hauraki, Ngatihaua, Ngatirnngi, Ngatiwhakane,
Whakatohea, Ngatiporou. and Ngatikahungunu, have with one accord assembled together at this
meeting. How good and how pleasant it is thus to dwell, to dwell in unity. Thero is one thing
wanting, and that is, that the Pakeha should sit together with you. The words of our psalm have
not quite been fulfilled yet. The elder brother has arrived, the younger has staid away. Let the
elder and the younger brother sit together.

Who is the elder brotherP You, who are the children of Shem. Who is theyounger
brother ? We, who are the children of Japheth. Must we dwellapart, or dwell together ? Care-
fullyconsider my question.

Thecoming' of the Pakeha to this land was not an unauthorised act; they were led hereby
God (or they were moved to come here by God), the Pakeha ministers. The last words of
Christ, the son of God, were:—" Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture." (Mark 10—15.)

This is God's word for us all, for the children of Japheth. " God shall enlarge Japheth, and
ho shall dwell in the tents of Shem." (Genesis 9—27.)

This is the real meaning ofour psalm. liLet therebe no strife between me and thee, for we
are brethren." (Genesis 13—8.) " But well and pleasantly let brethren dwell together in unity."

You have heard what God approves of; Satan's work is different. Let Israsl be a warning
to us. "

Solomon, the son of David, was a very wise man, but when he grew old his-heart changed,
and he followed the worship ofidols, thereforeGod commanded thiit his kingdom should be divided
in two. It was consideration for his father David that delayed the separation, but in the days
of his son Eehoboam the separation was finally accomplished. Ten tribes to the kingdom of
Israel, and two to the kingdom of Judea. The cause of this was the hardness ofEehoboam. He
was a rash young man, who didnot listen to his parents. 1 believe that hardness (obstinacy) is
the real parent ofevil. Talk together, and let each party yield (a little), and there will be no
wars. Jeroboam then arose. God placed him in a good position, but he put himself in a bad
position. Had he approved of unity he would have been in a good position. His being in a bad
position was through division. He did not approve of his people going to worship at Jerusalem,
lie divided the temple in twain ; divided the worship, a d divided the law. He did as Solomon
did, worshipped images, and made two golden calves, imitating the worship of Egypt. Then a
succession of bad kings reigned over Israel, until the day in which the ten tribes were carried
away captive and lost. Hence he is called " Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who caused Israel to
sin."

At the expiration of one thousand years Christ camo ; some of the Children of Israel hud re-
turned to Samaria, but their feud still continued. You remember Christ's conversation with the
woman of Samaria, (John 4-9) The only thing they cared for was prohibition of intercourse.
There was an interdict on food, on the roads, on the water, and on the people. There was no
intercourse between the Jews and the men of Samaria. No man was received whose face was
set towards Jerusalem. (Luke 9—53.)

When Christ appeared, the system of separation and non-intercourse was at an end. The
division fence was broken down, the partition torn asunder, and the mountains levelled; the
swamps were covered over, the crooked made straight, and the rough places smooth, and the deep
watersweredriednj) tomake away for his chosen. All the fowls of heaven werecalledto fly together
to one tree, thereto be sheltered; the sheepwere brought to one fold, and the fish into one net.
Children of Shem,Ham, and Japheth; children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, comeall to one God
and to one Lord; to be saved by the same religion, to be kept in the same love, and to stand in
the same law.

Here we stand, the elder and the youngerbrother, in one and the same mind; the younger
brother is the Pakeha bishop, the elder the Maori minister. This hasbeen my desire of old, to
ordai n Maoriministers,to be like(orequal to)ourselves. The Pakehas might saythat " theywill never
be equal; " but I didnot agree (with them.) Although the Maoris might say formerly,—" Who
wants Maori ministers? we shall not turn (to them)." Yet I would not agree. For twenty years
I have continued to plant, and behold! this is God's fruit. I look at my olderbrothers, theseMaori


	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables

