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No. 25.
MR. COMMISSIONER JOHNSON TO THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER.

District Commissioner's Office,
Whangarei, 23rd December, 1854.

Sir,— With reference to your letter ofthe 28th November, enclosing reference concerning Native
claims to the Crown Lands at Omaha and Oruru, I beg to inform you that the Government merely
extinguished the rights of the conquerors over Omaha, and that the original proprietors residing at
Pakiii and in the Oruawharo maintain that the Ngatipaoa and Ngapuhi had a claim to the land they
sold to Mr. Clarke to the North of Point Rodney—and I think it very questionable if they had—
so that in this case I am not in a position to insist on theiraccepting a ceitain compensation for the
land in question, but must wait until they choose to dispose of their ownership.

fi. The case of Oruru I will attend to as soon as I have an opportunity of proceeding to the
North, probably in February next.

I have, &c,
11. T. Kemp, Esq., John Grant Johnson,

Native Secretary, Land Commissioner.
Land Department.

R. 11-55.

Omaha.
As to the claim of the
Government on land at.
Omaha.
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No. 26.
THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER TO MR. COMMISSIONER JOHNSON.

Land Purchase Office,
Auckland, 9th January, 1855.

Sir,—
I have the honor to enclose herewith, for your information and guidance, the copy of a

letter addressed to this Office by the Honourable the ColonialSecretary, in reply to yours of the
20th of November last, having reference to the purchase of a Block of land at Whangarei, com-
prising about eighteen thousand acres, for the sum ofFifteen hundred pounds.

You will be gratified to learn that your recommendation has been approved of, and the
purchase required to be completed with as little delay as possible.

In addition to the instructions laid down in the Colonial Secretary's letter of this day's date,
I have only to add that the sum of Fifteen hundred pounds has been drawn and placed to your
credit in the Union Bank of Australia; and in reference to its transmission to Whangarei, it has

considered advisable to wait for advice from yourself, since we have every reason to believe
that your official duties have called you up to the district of Mahurangi.

I have, he,
J. G. Johnson, Esq., ■ Donald McLean,

District Commissioner,
Whangarei.

Manga Tapere.
Authorising the purchase
of Manga Tapere' block,

V. Letter No, 24.

Enclosure to No. 26.
THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY TO THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER.

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Auckland, January 9th, 1855.

Sir,— In reference to the letter dated 20th November last, from Mr. District Commissioner John-
son, reporting the offer of a block of land at Whangarei by the Natives to the Government of 18,000
acres for the sum of One thousand five hundred pounds (£1,500), and on the condition that the chief
Tirarau have the first selection of One thousand acres at Ten shillings per acre, (the selection to be of
a figure conformable to that prescribed by law) I am directed by his Excellency the officeradministering
the Governmentto convey to you his approval of the immediate purchase of this land on the terms
specified.

The only way offulfilling the condition regarding the selection referred to, which should be made
before the block is opeied to .the public, is to treat the existing regulations as not applicable to the
Native seller, and to allow him at once to make a selection in the manner prescribed by the 15thclause
ofSir G. Grey'sLand Regulations, and to grant the land ai ten shillings per acre.

His Excellency desire3me to request you to make the necessary communication to Mr. Johnson
as soon a* possible, for his information and guidance.

I have, &c,
Andrew Sinclair,

Colonial Secretary.
Mr. Commissioner McLean.

Manga Tapere.
To purchase the block of

' land offered for sale at.Whangarei,
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